The Kingdom Remains: Scott Hahn Reflects on the
Seventh Sunday of Easter.
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in glory, and next Sunday we will celebrate His
sending of the Spirit upon the Church.

Jesus’ prayer in the Gospel today also captures
the mood of departure and the anticipation. He is telling us today how it will be when
He is no longer in the world.

By His Ascension, the Lord has established His throne in heaven, as we sing in today’s
Psalm. His kingdom is His Church, which continues His mission on earth.
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The Twelve Apostles symbolize the

twelve tribes and hence the fulfilment of God’s plan for Israel (see Galatians 6:16).
That’s why it is crucial to replace Judas—so that the Church in its fullness receives the
Spirit at Pentecost.

Peter’s leadership of the Apostles is another key element
of the Church as it is depicted today. Notice that Peter is
unquestionably in control, interpreting the Scriptures,
deciding a course of action, even defining the nature of
the apostolic ministry.

No one has ever seen God, as we hear in today’s Epistle. Yet, through the Church
founded on His Apostles, the witnesses to the resurrection, the world will come to
know and believe in God’s love, that He sent His Son to be our saviour.

Through the Church, Jesus’ pledge still comes to us—that if we love, God will remain
with us in our trials and protects us from the evil one. By His word of truth He will help
us grow in holiness, the perfection of love.


https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%20122.4%E2%80%935
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%20122.4%E2%80%935
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Rev%2021.9%E2%80%9314
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%2022.29%E2%80%9330
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Gal%206.16

