THIRD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME [C]

This year is the ‘Year of Luke’.   Luke’s Gospel is read in a semi-continuous fashion throughout the year at Sunday Mass.

We begin today – not with the Annunciation by Gabriel to Mary, but with the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, when he goes into the synagogue at Nazareth and reads from the scroll of Isaiah a text relating to the Messiah which he then refers to himself.    It is preceded by the short prologue to the Gospel, Luke’s dedication (in very formal, well-turned Greek) to his patron, “Theophilus”.   Theophilus may not be an actual person:  the word means ‘God-lover’, so it could refer to any who hear or read the Gospel.

The First Reading is set in Jerusalem one miserably wet day when the people gather to hear a reading of the Law of Moses.   For them it is a re-discovery, and they are made even more miserable when they see how they have failed to keep the Law.   The time is after the exile to Babylon (i.e. after 515BC);  Ezra and Nehemiah were two of those principally responsible for spear-heading the Jewish restoration in Jerusalem, often by very vigorous methods.    In Babylon the people had been all to willing to allow their faith to be eaten into by the pagan practices of the Babylonians themselves.

Ezra and Nehemiah animate the people.   Although there is a penitential air about the occasion, they should also be glad.   They have rediscovered the Word of God, and now there is an opportunity to follow it with commitment and intensity.   They should therefore celebrate what God has given them.

Second Reading:  We continue to read from the second part of St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, in which he speaks of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.   As we discovered last week, he has been asked whether some gifts of the Spirit are more valuable than others.   To help his argument, he makes a comparison with the human body.   Some parts of the body are prominent, others are not, but all have their place.   The parts of the body do not have to be jealous with each other for not being what the other is!

In Baptism, the “drink” of the Holy Spirit, all have received the Holy Spirit;  all the baptised form the Church, which is now the visible body of Christ, made up of distinct but interdependent members.   Let none lose heart, says Paul, for being a humble member of the body of Christ.
