FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME [C]

In today’s Gospel, the fishermen are astonished at the miraculous catch of fishes and follow Jesus to become ‘fishers of men’.

The Old Testament parallel [First Reading] is the vision of Heaven which accompanies the call of the prophet Isaiah.   This vision is placed, not at the very beginning of the book (it forms the beginning of chapter 6), but at the beginning of the collection of prophecies to which it refers.   It serves to justify the prophet’s unpopular teaching:  he is inspired by God.

The seraphim (“beings of fire”) are seen as guardians of the Court of Heaven, singing of the holiness of the God of all the earth.   Their song, “Holy!”, was probably part of the form of worship in the Temple in Jerusalem, and has, of course, become part of our Mass:  the stress placed on the holiness of God before the Eucharistic Prayer of consecration of bread and wine.

Isaiah stresses his own unworthiness as a messenger, and echoes the Old Testament view that one could not see God and live.   In fact, the cleaning of his lips in the vision is precisely what gives him authority as a prophet.   He is now able to respond to God’s call with confidence.

Second Reading:  The last part of St. Paul’s first Letter to the Corinthians deals with the Resurrection of Jesus and the Resurrection of the Dead.   Presumably Paul had been questioned on these things by the Corinthian Christians.   Here he not only stresses the truth of Christ’s Resurrection, but he reminds them it is an essential part of the Gospel.   Some of the eye-witnesses of the Risen Christ are still alive;  they could be asked about their experiences.   The Risen Christ appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus and converted him from persecutor to missionary.   Paul actually calls himself an “abortion” (“born when no one expected it” is a toning down of his original) to stress the wonder of God’s call to him.   Such is the power of the Risen Christ, whom Paul preaches, just as the other Apostles did.

