PARISH OF ST BONIFACE, SHIRLEY, SOUTHAMPTON

JANUARY 10th. 2010
The BAPTISM of the LORD [C] 
“My favour rests on you”

Presbytery: St. Boniface House, 413 Shirley Road Southampton SO15 3JD Tel: 023 80771231 Fax: 023 80528236

Parish Clergy:  Father David Sillince [Parish Priest],  Canon Terry Walsh [in retirement]

Safeguarding Officers:  Philip Jones Tel: 023 80770803, Anne Monaghan 023 80777691    Chair of Parish Pastoral Council: Margaret Rose.

Parish Secretary: Eileen B. Aylett          Parish Office opening hours Monday Thursday and Friday 9.00am to 12.30pm

Newsletter deadline 9.00pm on Tuesday for inclusion on following Sunday, space permitting.

Parish Website: www.st-boniface.org.uk                            Parish Office e mail: office @st-boniface.org.uk  or  eileenaylett@tesco.net   

This Parish is within the Pastoral Area of Southampton Central & West.              RC Diocese of Portsmouth Regd. Charity 246871

The Church is normally open on weekdays 8am-12noon, Saturdays 8am-11am & 5-7.45pm, Sundays 7.30am-12noon

	
	
	CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
	
	
	We pray especially for:-

	
	
	(Divine Office week 1 from Monday )
	
	
	

	Saturday
	January 9
	] 
	 6.30pm
	Mass
	William & Maria Borg, RIP

	Sunday
	January 10

	]   Feast of the BAPTISM of the LORD [C]

	 8.30am

10.30am
	Mass
Mass
	Don Houston, RIP
Blaise & Celestine Shannon, RIP

	Monday
	January 11
	Ordinary Time begins, week 1, readings cycle 2
Feria (Week 1)
	10.00am
	Mass
	Eleuteria Mangahas, RIP

	Tuesday
	January 12
	[St. Aelred, Abbot of Rievaulx +1167]
	10.00am
	Mass
	Holy Souls

	Wednesday
	January 13
	[St. Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers & Doctor of the Church

  +367]
	10.00am
	Mass
	Bert & Margaret de Groen

	Thursday
	January 14
	Feria
	10.00am
	Mass
	Holy Souls

	Friday
	January 15
	Feria
	10.00am
	Mass
	The Mentally Disabled & their Carers

	Saturday
	January 16
	Our Lady on Saturday
 6.30pm Mass is of 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
	10.00am
	Mass
	Bert & Margaret de Groen


Confessions Saturdays after 10am Mass and from 5.45pm to 6.15pm          PARISH PRAYER GROUP:  Fridays 11am-12noon in the Hall, all welcome.
REFRESHMENTS in the Hall every Sunday after 10.30am Mass, and after 8.30am Mass on the last Sunday of each month;  also Fridays after Mass.
Please pray for those who are sick especially: Colette Morfett, James Molyneaux, Mary Lewis, Anthony D’Arcy, Father Peter Sprague, James Marsh, Doris Warrington, Patricia Cherry, Edward Standley, Margaret de Groen, Tommy Vickers.  

  Please pray for the repose of the souls of those with anniversaries at this time: James De Souza, Zofia Kuzniar, Evelyn Everett, Ronald MacDonald.    May they rest in peace and rise in glory.    
DIOCESAN PRAYER INTENTIONS:     Su: Those to be baptised, their godparents, families & catechists.  M: “Marriage Encounter” and Parish Marriage Preparation teams.  T:  Army chaplains and personnel.  W:  RN & RAF chaplains and personnel.  Th: New Forest East Pastoral Area.   F:  Catenian Association.  Sa:  Verbum Dei communities.
PARISH YOUTH GROUPS meet on 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month in the Hall, Junior [‘Frogz’] for ages 8-10 from 6-7.15pm, Senior from 7.30-9pm.    Next date:  This Friday, Jan 15.   All are welcome.

WELCOME to Peter McGready who has now assumed the role of Youth Officer for the Pastoral Areas of Southampton (E. & W.), Eastleigh/Chandlers Ford & Winchester.
COLLECTION: January 3:  Loose £434.06, Envelopes £455.80. Apportionment:  Bankers’ Orders £280.00, Gift Aid £144.00, Total £1313.86.    IRT £129.68 (£12864.57)   Many thanks for these kind contributions.   Next weekend:  Building & Maintenance Fund.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL next Sunday Jan 17, 6.45 for 7pm in the Hall.
CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES:  next session this Sunday Jan 10, 1-6pm in Stella Maris centre:  “Why me?”

CHRISTIAN UNITY OCTAVE January 18-25.   You will remember we hosted this last year.   This time it is the turn of Shirley Baptist Church.   Weekday short services are from 12.30 to 1pm Mon-Fri (Fr. David leads that on Mon Jan 18), Sunday joint service Jan 24 at 6.30pm.   

FIRST COMMUNION PARENTS:  you will be sent a reminder letter during January, but just to say the Parents’ session is on Wednesday Feb 3, in the Hall at 6pm.

FAIR TRADE SHOP [by ‘Iceland’] sale continues until January 16.
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Refugee

Trust 

Uganda

Building a new future


Our ongoing charity funds the building of classroom blocks in schools near Gulu, N.E. Uganda, in villages devastated during the tyranny of the “Lord’s Resistance Army”.   

  Funds raised so far have now paid for two classroom blocks in a primary school, so we now embark on a third.   Adrian Hatch, the IRT agent, who has visited us, is returning to Gulu in March and will bring us a full report and photographs on his return.   

TOTAL TO DATE:  £12864.57
THE PRIESTHOOD THROUGH THE AGES – 25.     The 19th century was the great age of the so-called ‘Romantic movement’, which can be a misleading title as it has nothing to do with sentimental love.   It took its cue from the French thinker Jean-Jacques Rousseau (+1778) who wished to re-establish the link between humanity and nature, which was seen to be broken by the growth of commercial trade and the Industrial Revolution.

The Romantic movement in particular looked back to the Middle Ages.   Although the word ‘medieval’ is often used negatively, the Middle Ages were thought – with a good deal of justification – to represent the high-water mark of the synthesis of human life:  supernatural, human and material, all interwoven.    This was taken up by a great German thinker, Johann Adam Möhler (+1838) who presented to the Church a renewed vision of the wholeness of Christ’s loving action in the world – compared with the Council of Trent’s tendency to lay everything out in narrow definitions.

When Möhler turned his attention to the Mass, he looked away from the over-emphasis on just one aspect – that of sacrifice – to the whole action of  thanksgiving in Christ’s name.

The Romantic movement in the Church re-emphasised the medieval style in architecture, looking back to the great days of the monasteries, which in some countries, like our own, had been laid waste by the Reformation.
Many clergy adopted enthusiastically this movement.   Möhler’s emphasis on the wholeness of worship gave rise to the so-called ‘Liturgical Movement’ which though hesitant at first was to lead eventually to the reforms of Vatican II.   One of its early centres was the German cathedral city of Regensburg (Ratisbon).   It is no coincidence that at this time there was re-founded the French Benedictine abbey of Solesmes (1833) which revived the proper use of Gregorian Chant in the Church.

Leading on from this, there was an enormous increase in the number of religious orders of men and women.  Many of the male orders would provide priests for parishes.  When the Jesuits, suppressed in 1773, were reconstituted in 1814, there were only 600 members left.   By 1890 there were more than 15,000.    Between 900AD and 1600, only 23 religious orders came into being;  in the USA by 1960 there were more than 400.    It is, however, true that many of these emptied of members as rapidly as they had once filled with them, once it became apparent that their monastic way of living (again, imitating the Middle Ages) was not appropriate for their particular vocation, to teaching, nursing, or suchlike.              [next:  John Henry Newman

LARGE CHURCH, COLD WEATHER:  We are doing our best to keep you warm, with the heating going on at 5am or indeed staying on all night, which is horribly expensive, but we are dealing with a very large space, so please dress for the occasion.

THE PROCLAMATION

OF THE DATE OF EASTER

Given by ancient custom on the Solemnity of the Epiphany

Dear Brothers and Sisters, the glory of the Lord has shone upon us, and shall ever be manifest among us, until the day of his return.

Through the rhythms of the times and seasons, he lets us celebrate the mysteries of salvation.   Let us recall this year’s culmination, the Easter Triduum of the Lord, his Last Supper, his Crucifixion, his Burial and his Rising, celebrated between the evening of the first of April and the evening of the fourth of April.
Each Easter, as on each Sunday, the Holy Church makes present the great and saving deed by which Christ has for ever conquered sin and death.

From Easter are reckoned all the days we keep holy.

Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, will occur on the seventeenth of February.
The Ascension of the Lord, forty days after Easter, falls on the thirteenth of May [§].

Pentecost, the joyful conclusion of the season of Easter, will be celebrated on the twenty-third of May.

And this year the First Sunday of Advent will be on the twenty-eighth of November.

Likewise the pilgrim Church proclaims the Passover of Christ in the feasts of the holy Mother of God, in the feasts of the Apostles and Saints [†], and in the commemoration of the faithful departed.

To Jesus Christ, who was, who is, and who is to come, Lord of time and history, be endless praise, for ever and ever, Amen.

§ the obligation attached to this day is transferred to the Sunday following.   † - the Solemnity of St. Boniface is on the fifth of June, the Solemnity of the Dedication of our Church the seventeenth of June.

LAST CHANCE to visit the exhibition “The Sacred Made Real” at the National Gallery, London (closes January 24), masterpieces of Spanish polychrome religious sculptures from the Golden Age, some never previously released from the places where they were commissioned.   The exhibition gives an opportunity to view these extremely fine and unusual works of religious art at close range.   Unmissable.
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Many years ago, there was a radio programme which ‘listened in’ on an Irish priest celebrating Holy Week in his village church in the Midlands.   I can’t remember his name so we will call him Father Slattery.  He didn’t sound entirely at ease with the complicated ceremonial and we heard him chivvying the servers and racking his brains about whether he had everything he needed, and then his muttered stage directions when on the sanctuary:  “Come along, boy, where’s that incense?!”    But he sounded very sincere and genuine, clearly loved his people, and spoke to them in a simple but affecting way.

I always think of Father Slattery at Christmas and Easter because the radio now broadcasts a series called “Belief” where various famous individuals are interviewed by Joan Bakewell about what they believe, or don’t believe, and why.

I have to say some of these people are hardly an advertisement for belief or faith in any form, and in some cases had so tied their brains in knots that they seemed quite incoherent.   “Oh why can’t they interview Father Slattery?” I kept thinking to myself.

The worst example this Christmas was David Starkey, the distinguished broadcaster and historian of the reign of King Henry VIII.

He firstly told us of his Quaker background and how he had turned into an atheist.   So far so good, atheists have their reasons, and their atheism is a belief in itself.
But then he seemed to want to have his cake and eat it.   He said he was an “Anglican atheist”.   What this meant was that he thought the Anglican Church was important for its “ceremonial and community”.    At this point I could imagine umpteen clergy up and down the land tearing their hair out.   For if one wants community without religious faith one can go to a football match, or for ceremonial to the Changing of the Guard.

He then said that the Anglican Church had taken a “catastrophic wrong turning when it rediscovered Christianity”.   I thought that  he was being ironical, but he followed it with:  “What on earth is the place of belief in the national Church?”
In other words, it’s simply “heritage”.   Churches are just lovely old buildings.  But if one wants an old building without faith one might be better admiring a tithe barn.

Because Anglicanism was rejecting its role as “national Church” (without religion), it was, he said, “quite rightly collapsing into the arms of Rome”.   I hope Dr. Starkey doesn’t think we are aiming to provide what he claims to have lost.   Father Slattery would have something to say about that.

Maybe we could now have a series on “what non-celebrities believe”?






