SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME [C]

The Gospel today is Luke’s version of the Beatitudes.

For the First Reading we have a comparison of the blessed man and the cursed man, from the prophet Jeremiah.

In various parts of the Old Testament there are similar ‘wisdom sayings’ (it is likely that the text we read today has been inserted into the prophecy of Jeremiah from another source).   Moses, for example, puts before the people “a blessing and a curse”:  to follow the commandments of God, or not.

The closest parallel to today’s reading is Psalm 1 (which we use as the Responsorial Psalm) which uses exactly the same imagery of a flourishing or a withered tree.

Second Reading:   St. Paul has been answering questions from the Corinthian Christians about the resurrection of the dead.   He has begun by stressing the truth of the resurrection of Christ.   The resurrection of Christians follows on from that truth.   If Christ has not risen, we cannot rise.   If Christ has risen, but we cannot rise, then God has withheld his love from us.   In fact, Christ is the source of all resurrection.

If we only believe in Christ’s message for this life, says Paul, we are truly to be pitied.   Why go through all that self-denial and spiritual discipline just for a few paltry years of life on earth?

