THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT [C]

In the First Reading we continue the stages of God’s encounters with his people in the Old Testament.

Last week, Abraham;  this week, Moses, who will give them the Law, and lead the people out of Egypt to the Promised Land.  Here Moses receives his commission from God, who reveals himself [as far as he will reveal himself] in the Burning Bush and gives his name [as far as he will give his name] as ‘I am who I am’.   The name suggests that God is all-powerful and all-free in his choices.   It is transcribed as YHWH or Yahweh (though in Jewish tradition the divine name is not fully written down, out of respect) and probably refers to God as creator, ‘causing to be’.

The dialogue of God and Moses stresses the continuity of God’s presence with his people, through Abraham and the other patriarchs.   Because we read only part of the narrative, however, we lack the account of Moses’ reluctance to take on his mission, claiming a poor power of speaking, and God’s reassurance – as with the prophet Jeremiah;   also God’s promise that the sign of all these things coming true would be in the future:  one day the people would sacrifice to him at that same holy spot, which is the Mountain of Sinai (the words ‘Sinai’ and ‘bush’ are phonetically linked in the Hebrew language).

The Second Reading today reinforces the First by referring back to the history of the Chosen People in the Old Testament.   It is part of Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, in which he is urging them to rise above their disputes and divisions, and recall Christ, in whom they have come to believe.

Paul reminds his readers that in the Exodus God accompanied the people as a cloud by day (and fire by night) and led them through the Red Sea;  he fed them with manna and gave them water springing from a rock.   The cloud and the Sea are described as giving “baptism” because the people were ‘enveloped’ in them;  ancient Christian baptismal practice involved total immersion.   Despite all their complaining and infidelity, God did not desert them.  In fact, it was an ancient tradition taught by the rabbis that the water-bearing rock actually moved with them through the desert (this because the story is told more than once in the complete account).  Nevertheless, the people had to wander for 40 years in the desert, because of their faithlessness, and even Moses did not actually enter the Promised Land.

Paul tells to the Corinthians that they have received even greater things than the People of old, and they would be foolish indeed to thrown them away.
