PARISH OF ST BONIFACE, SHIRLEY, SOUTHAMPTON

FEBRUARY 28th., 2010
SECOND SUNDAY of LENT [C] 
“This is my Son, the Chosen One;  listen to him”

Presbytery: St. Boniface House, 413 Shirley Road Southampton SO15 3JD Tel: 023 80771231 Fax: 023 80528236

Parish Clergy:  Father David Sillince [Parish Priest],  Canon Terry Walsh [in retirement]

Safeguarding Officers:  Philip Jones Tel: 023 80770803, Anne Monaghan 023 80777691    Chair of Parish Pastoral Council: Margaret Rose.

Parish Secretary: Eileen B. Aylett          Parish Office opening hours Monday Thursday and Friday 9.00am to 12.30pm

Newsletter deadline 9.00pm on Tuesday for inclusion on following Sunday, space permitting.

Parish Website: www.st-boniface.org.uk                            Parish Office e mail: office @st-boniface.org.uk  or  eileenaylett@tesco.net   

This Parish is within the Pastoral Area of Southampton Central & West.              RC Diocese of Portsmouth Regd. Charity 246871

The Church is normally open on weekdays 8am-12noon, Saturdays 8am-11am & 5-7.45pm, Sundays 7.30am-12noon

	
	
	CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
	
	
	We pray especially for:-

	
	
	(Divine Office week 2)
	
	
	

	Saturday
	February 27
	] 
	 6.30pm
	Mass
	Don Houston, RIP

	Sunday
	February 28

	]   SECOND SUNDAY of LENT [C]

	 8.30am

10.30am
	Mass
Mass
	Regina Dzień
David Claisse, RIP

	Monday
	March 1
	Feast of St. DAVID, Bishop (+Mynyw [St. David’s] 601)
Tenth Station
	10.00am
	Mass
	Catherine Iyoha, in thanksgiving

	Tuesday
	March 2
	of Lent 2                                        Eleventh Station
	10.00am
	Mass
	Hugh Bolger, RIP

	Wednesday
	March 3
	of Lent 2                                         Twelfth Station
 [St. Vignal (Winwaloe), Priest, Missionary to the

    Channel Islands +Landévennec 533]
	10.00am
	Mass
	Hugh Bolger, RIP

	Thursday
	March 4
	of Lent 2                                     Thirteenth Station
 [St. Casimir, Prince of Poland +Grodno 1484]
	10.00am
	Mass
	Holy Souls [DK]

	Friday
	March 5
	of Lent 2                                    Fourteenth Station
 Requiem Mass for Audrey Hoskins at 11.30am
	10.00am
11.30am
	Mass
Req.
	In thanksgiving [Mathew]
Audrey Hoskins, RIP

	Saturday
	March 6
	of Lent 2                                               First Station
 6.30pm Mass is of 3rd. Sunday of Lent
	10.00am
	Mass
	Davina & Gladys King


Confessions Saturdays after 10am Mass and from 5.45pm to 6.15pm          PARISH PRAYER GROUP:  Fridays 11am-12noon in the Hall, all welcome.
REFRESHMENTS in the Hall every Sunday after 10.30am Mass, and after 8.30am Mass on the last Sunday of each month;  also Fridays after Mass.
Please pray for those who are sick especially: Colette Morfett, Mary Lewis, Anthony D’Arcy, Father Peter Sprague, James Marsh, Doris Warrington, Patricia Cherry, Edward Standley, Margaret de Groen, Tommy Vickers.  

            Please pray for the repose of the souls of those with anniversaries at this time: Percival Simonds, Nora Durkin, Francis Richardson, Marie Azor.    May they rest in peace and rise in glory.    
COLLECTION: February 21:  Loose £366.11, Envelopes £385.40. Apportionment:  Bankers’ Orders £320.00, Gift Aid £180.00, Total £1251.51.

IRT £198.93 (£13815.14)   Many thanks for these kind contributions.   
  This weekend:  CAFOD.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:   The children attend the 10.30am Mass this Sunday to be presented to the parish.   Then next session Wednesday, March 3, 6-7.15pm in the Hall:   “We Forgive & are Forgiven.”
FAST DAY FOR CAFOD:  fell last Friday, and this weekend you can hand in your CAFOD envelope or donate via the ‘plate’.   This was the 50th anniversary of the institution of these Fast Days (Lent & Autumn) in 1960, originally to help the needy on the island of Dominica.

To mark the anniversary, CAFOD is promoting a programme of “Give it up” – giving up something for Lent, as many do, and donating the money saved to CAFOD, so “turning” biscuits into bicycles, wine into water and magazines into shelter.   See CAFOD display board in north aisle or visit www.cafod.org.uk/giveitup.

Money intended for CAFOD collected at times other than the Fast Day collection can be handed in at the church and will be forwarded.

With an eye to the springtime General Election, CAFOD has also produced material to ensure that the issues of hunger, justice and ecology are not ignored by candidates for Parliament.   Material can be obtained from www.cafod.org/election.
CONFIRMATION:  Candidates’ next session next Sunday March 7, 1-6pm in Stella Maris Centre:  “A good Book”.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL meets this Sunday 7pm. Prayer: Colm O’Driscoll.
LENT SOUP LUNCHES in the Hall every Thursday of Lent from 12noon;  proceeds to CAFOD and our Uganda charity.

A LENTEN TALK BY FATHER DAVID:  This Tuesday March 2 in the Hall (Margaret Clitherow Room) 7.30-9pm.   “Celebrating Lent the Orthodox Way”.   What light do the practices of our Eastern brothers and sisters shed upon the celebration of Lent?

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER this Friday March 5, service at Colne Avenue Baptist Church, Millbrook 10.30am, speaker:  Sister Henrietta of the Médaille Trust.
FUTURE DATES:
CANTORES MICHAELIS return after an enforced absence, for Sung Mass of St. Patrick Tuesday March 16 at 7.30pm, eve of the feast.   Haydn “Little Organ Mass” (Mass of St. John of God), motets by Bruckner, Elgar and Victoria, Gregorian chant.

    Parish Penitential Service for Lent Tuesday, March 23, 8pm.
    Stations of the Cross with Our Lady in church Wednesday, March 24, 7.30pm.
COLLECTION ENVELOPES for the next financial year beginning April are now available for you to pick up in the porch.
PARISH YOUTH GROUPS meet on 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month in the Hall, Junior [‘Frogz’] for ages 8-10 from 6-7.15pm, Senior from 7.30-9pm.    Next date:  this Friday, March 5.    All are welcome.

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2011 in Madrid:  Deadline for applications is March 31, so contact our Youth Officer  petermcgeady@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk now.     See also his blog at:
pjmcgeady.blogspot.com

DIOCESAN PRAYER INTENTIONS:     Su: St. Oswald, Burghfield Common.  M: St. David, East Cowes.  T:  Bishops’ Conference of England & Wales.  W:  Association of Separated & Divorced Catholics.  Th: Catholic Social Workers’ Guild.   F:  Women’s World Day of Prayer;  Catholic Women’s Network.  Sa:   National Board of Catholic Women.

FAIRTRADE DAY CONFERENCE at Solent University Saturday March 13, 10.15am-4.15pm;  see notice in the porch.
CALLING ALL “NIBBLERS”:  an introduction to the Catholic faith, offered by our Pastoral Area for all “explorers”, is offered at St. Edmund’s Hall fortnightly beginning Wednesday March 17 [7 sessions in all].   Please give your name to Fr. David without delay.

HEALING PRAYER MEETING this Monday March 1, 7.30pm in the Margaret Clitherow Room.    All parishioners welcome to attend to find out more, and/or for healing.

LIVING OUR FAITH DIOCESAN APPEAL (as outlined in the Newsletter in December).   We will begin to circulate the appeal material over the next few weeks.   Necessarily this is something which cannot be done in one ‘go’ for the whole parish.
THE PRIESTHOOD THROUGH THE AGES – A Postlude.   Religious Vestments - 4.    Last week we referred to the symbolic significance of vestments, seen in terms of moral qualities.   
This symbolism developed in the 9th.-12th. centuries, a time which laid much stress on clerical celibacy, and has always been the most prominent.   There are other symbolisms, from other ages.   One is the Christ-symbolism (12th. century), the priest being seen as alter Christus, “another Christ”:  here the vestments represent his Incarnation, his two natures, his virtues, his teachings, and his headship of the Church.    A further, late medieval, symbolism is that of Christ’s Passion, in which the vestments represent the Crown of Thorns (the amice), the seamless robe, and the fetters which bound him.   The priest becomes a ‘type’ of the suffering Saviour.   Lastly, there was a symbolism of spiritual warfare:  the priest was a ‘champion’ on behalf of the people.   The altar was the battle-field, the various vestments spiritual weapons against evil.
In the Western Church, we have probably come full circle;  the symbolism is little regarded, the garments have reverted to an earlier simplicity except for the grandest occasions.     The next question for someone to ask will be:  why use vestments at all?   And that will be to stir up just as much trouble as – and this all school governors will know – to ask whether there should be a school uniform.

A word on the vestments in the Eastern Church.   In general they are the same as ours (or rather, vice-versa, for they were there first).   However, these Church are more conservative and also preserve, in liturgy, much of the Court ritual which applied in ancient Byzantium (Constantinople).     The vestments are of a different cut;  the ‘humble’ acolyte in the sanctuary wears something akin to the ancient tunicle, rather than a modern server’s alb, and there is considerable stress on the blessing of new garments, by a bishop.   The distinctive item is the priest’s epigonation which is a diamond shaped cloth hanging at his right side.   It actually represents the cover for the ceremonial sword which was awarded to notables in Byzantium – except that priests, being priests, were presented with the cover, but not the sword!   We priests are, after all, peaceful people.
The Eastern Churches do not have a colour symbolism for vestments, as we do (e.g. red for martyrs), and their Typikon only specifies ‘light’ or ‘dark’.   Otherwise, local custom prevails.   But there is a tradition that: the more senior the cleric, the wider the sleeves, and the older the cleric the lighter the vestment.  Canon Walsh please note.
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
While going to London last week I was detected by some parishioners getting off the train at Winchester and apparently lingering on the platform.

Actually I wasn’t lingering, but was waiting for the following train, from Portsmouth.   This was because I had proved quite incapable of following Jesus’ injunction to “suffer the little children to come unto me” and (that being half-term week) found myself trapped in what seemed a mobile crèche where the noise level made thought impossible.

I then settled down in a nice empty carriage in a different train and opened my paper to read about ....  Sir Nicholas Winterton, the Tory MP for Macclesfield (until the next election) complaining bitterly about first-class rail travel being axed as a legitimate MP’s expense.
Not mincing his words, Sir Nicholas said:  “Standard class passengers are a totally different type of people ... they have a different outlook on life.   They may be reading a book but I doubt whether they’re undertaking serious work or study.   Of course they have a different outlook, because they are in a different area of activity.   I feel MP’s are being treated extremely unfairly.  It is not for the public to decide how politicians travel”.

It made me think back to the early days of railways when the ‘riff-raff’ were conveyed at low prices in open trucks in so called ‘Parliamentary trains’  which went at the slowest possible speed, so leaving the line free for the rest of the day for brigadiers, bishops and the like.
This all served as a useful Lenten meditation on the theme of “separateness”.    And consequently on the word “Pharisee” – a word perhaps more associated than it should be with the current state of affairs in the Palace of Westminster.

For “Pharisee” means “separated”.    The original Pharisees prided themselves on their strict observance of the religious law which indeed kept them apart from the rest.   There had to be a “rest of mankind”, in fact, for them to be separated from it.
It wasn’t all that long ago that our churches had a very “separated” feel.   It was certainly not a case of all mixing together on the same pews – in fact, people paid ‘pew rents’ in order to be able to reserve seats and so to ‘maintain standards’.   It is probably the impact of modern democracy, rather than a more attentive attitude to the teachings of the Gospels, which has brought about that change.

As Christians we are called to be separated from the negative aspects of the “world”.   Otherwise we are all in the same boat.   Though maybe there should be separate compartments for clergy on trains ...






