PARISH OF ST BONIFACE, SHIRLEY, SOUTHAMPTON

FEBRUARY 7th. 2010
FIFTH SUNDAY of ORDINARY TIME [C] 
“Put out into deep water”

Presbytery: St. Boniface House, 413 Shirley Road Southampton SO15 3JD Tel: 023 80771231 Fax: 023 80528236

Parish Clergy:  Father David Sillince [Parish Priest],  Canon Terry Walsh [in retirement]

Safeguarding Officers:  Philip Jones Tel: 023 80770803, Anne Monaghan 023 80777691    Chair of Parish Pastoral Council: Margaret Rose.

Parish Secretary: Eileen B. Aylett          Parish Office opening hours Monday Thursday and Friday 9.00am to 12.30pm

Newsletter deadline 9.00pm on Tuesday for inclusion on following Sunday, space permitting.

Parish Website: www.st-boniface.org.uk                            Parish Office e mail: office @st-boniface.org.uk  or  eileenaylett@tesco.net   

This Parish is within the Pastoral Area of Southampton Central & West.              RC Diocese of Portsmouth Regd. Charity 246871

The Church is normally open on weekdays 8am-12noon, Saturdays 8am-11am & 5-7.45pm, Sundays 7.30am-12noon

	
	
	CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
	
	
	We pray especially for:-

	
	
	(Divine Office week 1)
	
	
	

	Saturday
	February 6
	] 
	 6.30pm
	Mass
	Domicela & Stefan Łudz, RIP

	Sunday
	February 7

	]   FIFTH SUNDAY of ORDINARY TIME [C]

	 8.30am

10.30am
	Mass
Mass
	Kathleen Barltrop, RIP
Blaise & Celestine Shannon, RIP

	Monday
	February 8
	[St. Jerome Emiliani, Founder +Bergamo 1537;
  St. Josephine Bakhita, Religious +Schio 1947]
	10.00am
	Mass
	Anne Doyle, RIP

	Tuesday
	February 9
	Feria, week 5
	10.00am
	Mass
	James Copeland, RIP

	Wednesday
	February 10
	St. Scholastica, Sister of St. Benedict, Religious
 (+Plombariola c. 547)
	10.00am
	Mass
	Mentally Disabled & their Carers

	Thursday
	February 11
	[Our Lady of Lourdes]
	10.00am
	Mass
	Joy Hodgson, RIP

	Friday
	February 12
	Feria
	10.00am
	Mass
	Anne Doyle, RIP

	Saturday
	February 13
	Our Lady on Saturday
 6.30pm Mass is of 6th Sunday of Ordinary Time
	10.00am
	Mass
	Bert & Margaret de Groen


Confessions Saturdays after 10am Mass and from 5.45pm to 6.15pm          PARISH PRAYER GROUP:  Fridays 11am-12noon in the Hall, all welcome.
REFRESHMENTS in the Hall every Sunday after 10.30am Mass, and after 8.30am Mass on the last Sunday of each month;  also Fridays after Mass.
Please pray for those who are sick especially: Colette Morfett, James Molyneaux, Mary Lewis, Anthony D’Arcy, Father Peter Sprague, James Marsh, Doris Warrington, Patricia Cherry, Edward Standley, Margaret de Groen, Tommy Vickers, Audrey Hoskins.  

  Please pray for the repose of the souls Father Maurice Twomey, retired priest of our Diocese, and Archbishop Paul Verdzekov, for many years Archbishop of our twinned diocese of Bamenda, Cameroon (who established the twinning with Bishop Worlock in Portsmouth), both of whom died recently, and for those with anniversaries at this time: Ellen Benson, Mary Blakey, Joycelyn Hodgson.    May they rest in peace and rise in glory.    
COLLECTION: January 31:  Loose £348.17, Envelopes £495.31. Apportionment:  Bankers’ Orders £320.00, Gift Aid £180.00, Total £1343.48.    Catholic Education Service £204.50.  IRT £210.66, including £120 from Friday coffee mornings (£13409.13)   Many thanks.   Next weekend:  Building & Maintenance Fund.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:  At the 10am Mass next Saturday February 13 we welcome and prepare for Baptism Marcel Marcin Mikoś.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:    THIS WEDNESDAY Feb 10 in the Hall, 6-7.15pm:  children’s session  “I belong”.

PORTSMOUTH PEOPLE:  To avoid a stampede at Mass last weekend, Father David carefully failed to tell you that the ‘Priest’s Profile’ in the current issue was of him, coupled with numerous photographs of the church.   If copies have now run out, and you feel your life is diminished by not having read the text, you can find it (a) on our parish website www.st-boniface.org.uk or (b) on the diocesan website (follow the link):  www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
HEALING MINISTRY:  is offered after Mass this weekend, the first of the month, at 6.30pm and 10.30am (not 8.30am).   This will be the regular pattern in future.   If you wish to share in healing prayer, please come to the front after Mass to be welcomed by team members.

THURSDAY, commemoration of Our Lady of Lourdes, is the World Day of Prayer for the Sick.
FUTURE DATES:

Lent begins on Wednesday February 17, Ash Wednesday.     CAFOD Lenten Fast Day Friday, February 26 (this year is the 50th. anniversary of the institution of these Days).   Parish Penitential Service for Lent on Tuesday, March 23, 8pm.

CANTORES MICHAELIS return after an enforced absence, for Sung Mass of St. Patrick on Tuesday March 16 at 7.30pm, eve of the feast.   Haydn “Little Organ Mass” (Mass of St. John of God), motets by Bruckner, Elgar and Victoria, Gregorian chant.

DIOCESAN PRAYER INTENTIONS:     Su: Guild of Bellringers of St. Agatha.  M: Diocesan Department for Schools.  T:  Our Lady of Lourdes, Hungerford.  W:  Benedictine Sisters.  Th: Pilgrims to Lourdes and their Helpers.   F:  Our Lady of Lourdes, Eastney, Southsea.  Sa:  Our Lady of Lourdes, Old Windsor.
THE PRIESTHOOD THROUGH THE AGES – A Postlude.   Religious Vestments.    The history of religious vestments in its totality is enormously complicated, and an overview must suffice, but it sheds much light upon the changing understanding of the priesthood through the ages.

For the first three centuries of Christianity, until when it became the official religion of the Roman Empire, there was no such thing as clerical dress.    To celebrate the Eucharist, normal dress was worn, albeit one’s best dress – rather as people did, and in some cases still do, wear ‘Sunday best’ to church.     At this time, fashion dictated that dress was worn long:  a tunic or toga which reached to the ankles, and an outer cloak or cape, cappa, likewise.
Towards the end of this first period, there is evidence that clergy were beginning to wear something distinctive for the Eucharist.   We are only talking about the deacon and the bishop at this stage;  as we have seen, the idea of the ‘priest’ was still in an embryonic stage.   In both cases, the distinctive object was worn round the neck:  for the deacon, the stole (a kind of scarf), for the bishop the pallium – which is still used today, made of wool, but given only to archbishops.    These practices derived in the East and spread to the West;  the Eastern names for the main vestments are different, but essentially the vestments are the same (this will be covered later).
The second period dates from the 6th to the 9th century.    This is the most important time for the development of separate liturgical dress.    In part this resulted from a refusal to go with secular fashion, which moved from a preference for long to a preference for shorter dress.    The Church stayed with the older style.   So we have, in essence, the alb (the long white ‘tunic’ reaching the ankles), the stole round the neck, and the chasuble, the outer, coloured ‘cloak’.    The chasuble, it is true, no longer reaches to the ankles, but there is still the cope, or long cloak, secured at the centre by a clasp, which is used for solemn occasions outside Mass, and is a throwback to the earliest times.    
Evidence shows that all these vestments were of simple design without great adornment.   This is because they were voluminous in nature and so, when worn, hung with many folds.   The folds were enough to supply the contrast;  any other patterning would have been lost in the folds.

The third stage of development lasts from the 9th. to the 13th. century.   It sees the elaboration of the full range of vestments, the understanding, either by custom or reinforced by church law, of ‘who wears what’, and the formulation of a symbolic meaning for each vestment.   This period also saw the expansion of the actual degrees of ministry, including not only bishop, priest and deacon, but sub-deacon and the ‘minor orders’ such as lector and acolyte etc. [these all set aside in the West in 1972].    To this period we will turn in the second part.
A FINANCIAL STATEMENT for the parish for the Diocesan financial year September 2008-August 2009 is attached to this Newsletter.   Many thanks to Richard Pilley for its production.   You will see we marginally failed to break even last year, nothing disastrous but we do need to watch our expenditure and also, without swamping oneself with feelings of guilt, to consider whether our level of giving is keeping up with the times, and whether it could be increased.   

A reminder, if a reminder is needed, that we can’t be bailed out by the Diocese – “someone somewhere will provide” – indeed we need to contribute to central Diocesan funding needs.

And a further reminder that if you are a taxpayer, it makes a great deal of sense to Gift Aid your contribution, which means we benefit from the tax relief.   There is no danger of your financial circumstances being known by all and sundry;  indeed only our Gift Aid organiser, for recording purposes, knows exactly who contributes how much.
PARISH YOUTH GROUPS meet on 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month in the Hall, Junior [‘Frogz’] for ages 8-10 from 6-7.15pm, Senior from 7.30-9pm.    Next date:  next Friday, Mar 5 (not Feb 19 because of half-term).   All are welcome.

“WE NEVER CLOSED”:  As you may have seen, there is now a prominent notice outside the church announcing that we are open daily from 6am to midnight.   Alas, this refers not to us but to another ‘feeding institution’ just down the road.   In our case, “M” stands for Messiah.   Our nuggets are those of the Gospel, and the happy meal we share (not putting those words in capitals as they are copyright and I would be sued) is of a different order of being.     Maybe this is a sign telling us we should be open longer ...

AFTERNOON TEA at Wisdom House, Romsey [the former convent], Thursday Feb 11, 4-6pm.   This is to support the Daughters of Wisdom working in Haiti, six of whom were killed in the earthquake.   If you wish to go please tel. 01794 830206 or €: reception@wisdomhouseromsey.org.uk
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

“The Christian doctrine of ‘turning the other cheek’ is surely defeatist and appeasing at its heart.  What chance have we of winning the war against terrorism?”    -  from a recent letter.

In fact this teaching is not uniquely Christian.  It is common to almost all world religions, e.g.

  “Let there be no injury and no revenge” (Islam)

  “One should choose to be among the persecuted rather than the persecutors” (Judaism, Talmud)

  “Those who beat you with fists – go to their house and kiss their feet” (Sikhism)

  “Brethren, if outsiders should speak against me, and you on that account should feel angry and hurt, that would stand in the way of your own self-conquest” (Buddhism)

  Chi K’ang-tzu to Confucius: “If I were to slay those who have not the Way in order to help those who have the Way, what would you think of it?”  Confucius to Chi K’ang-tzu: “You are there to rule, not to slay.  If you desire what is good, the people will at once be good”.

At heart, all religions seek to lead the individual (not the group, except as a multiple of individuals) to a state of rightness with God within themselves;   Jesus came for this precise purpose: so that people could find, or ‘enter’, the ‘Kingdom of God’.   This ‘Kingdom’, he said, was not in any one place.  It was within the person, and could be found there [Luke 17:21].   Any thought or action which disturbed this search for the Kingdom within the self was therefore a target of Jesus’ condemnation; if you curse someone who curses you, you are drawn into their realm of curses.

As has been rightly pointed out, Jesus did not criticise the government of his day (though at looks as if, with perseverance, he could have converted Pontius Pilate).  Governments are not individuals; they are a block.  It is true that he condemned the “scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites”, but that is because their insistence on an inflexible following of the Law was preventing people, through fear and scrupulosity, from finding the Kingdom within themselves.

To turn the other cheek is to have found the “New Way”, and only someone who has the found the New Way can practise it [2 Cor 5:17].   The rest of us are some way behind.

Consider Pope John Paul II and his personal forgiveness in prison of the man who tried to assassinate him.

So what should Christians do in the face of someone like Saddam Hussein who was said to personify evil?

It looks as though some Christians who had found the New Way should actually have gone and talked to Saddam in person.   Too late now, of course.






