PARISH OF ST BONIFACE, SHIRLEY, SOUTHAMPTON

MARCH 7th. 2010
THIRD SUNDAY of LENT [C] 
“It may bear fruit next year”

Presbytery: St. Boniface House, 413 Shirley Road Southampton SO15 3JD Tel: 023 80771231 Fax: 023 80528236

Parish Clergy:  Father David Sillince [Parish Priest],  Canon Terry Walsh [in retirement]

Safeguarding Officers:  Philip Jones Tel: 023 80770803, Anne Monaghan 023 80777691    Chair of Parish Pastoral Council: Margaret Rose.

Parish Secretary: Eileen B. Aylett          Parish Office opening hours Monday Thursday and Friday 9.00am to 12.30pm

Newsletter deadline 9.00pm on Tuesday for inclusion on following Sunday, space permitting.

Parish Website: www.st-boniface.org.uk                            Parish Office e mail: office @st-boniface.org.uk  or  eileenaylett@tesco.net   

This Parish is within the Pastoral Area of Southampton Central & West.              RC Diocese of Portsmouth Regd. Charity 246871

The Church is normally open on weekdays 8am-12noon, Saturdays 8am-11am & 5-7.45pm, Sundays 7.30am-12noon

	
	
	CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
	
	
	We pray especially for:-

	
	
	(Divine Office week 3)
	
	
	

	Saturday
	March 6
	] 
	 6.30pm
	Mass
	Kathleen England

	Sunday
	March 7

	]   THIRD SUNDAY of LENT [C]

	 8.30am

10.30am
	Mass
Mass
	Peter Hatcher, RIP
Nora O’Brien, RIP

	Monday
	March 8
	of Lent 3                                          Second Station
 [St. John of God, Founder +Granada 1550]
	10.00am
	Mass
	In thanksgiving [MC]

	Tuesday
	March 9
	of Lent 3                                             Third Station

 [St. Frances of Rome, Foundress +1440]
	10.00am
	Mass
	Bert & Margaret de Groen

	Wednesday
	March 10
	of Lent 3                                           Fourth Station
 [St. John Ogilvie, Reformation Martyr +Glasgow 1615]
	10.00am
	Mass
	Ronald Howell, RIP

	Thursday
	March 11
	of Lent 3                                              Fifth Station
	10.00am
	Mass
	Mentally Disabled and their Carers

	Friday
	March 12
	of Lent 3                                             Sixth Station  
	10.00am
	Mass
	Holy Souls

	Saturday
	March 13
	of Lent 3                                         Seventh Station
 6.30pm Mass is of 4th Sunday of Lent [“Laetare”]
	10.00am
	Mass
	Bert & Margaret de Groen


Confessions Saturdays after 10am Mass and from 5.45pm to 6.15pm          PARISH PRAYER GROUP:  Fridays 11am-12noon in the Hall, all welcome.
REFRESHMENTS in the Hall every Sunday after 10.30am Mass, and after 8.30am Mass on the last Sunday of each month;  also Fridays after Mass.
Please pray for those who are sick especially: Colette Morfett, Mary Lewis, Anthony D’Arcy, Father Peter Sprague, James Marsh, Doris Warrington, Patricia Cherry, Edward Standley, Margaret de Groen, Tommy Vickers.  

Please pray for the repose of the souls of those with anniversaries at this time: Eamon Rice, Peter Hatcher, Patrick Travers-Black, John Baxendale, Stefan Rydzynski.    May they rest in peace and rise in glory.    
COLLECTION: February 28:  Loose £420.67, Envelopes £592.60. Apportionment:  Bankers’ Orders £320.00, Gift Aid £180.00, Total £1513.27.   CAFOD £1246.17.    IRT £99.59 (£13914.73)   Many thanks for these kind contributions.   
  Next weekend:  Clergy Assistance Fund.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:   Next session this Wednesday, March 10, 6-7.15pm in the Hall:   “We prepare for Reconciliation”  (the children celebrate their First Reconciliation on March 17).
CONFIRMATION:  Candidates’ next session this Sunday March 7, 1-6pm in Stella Maris Centre:  “A good Book”.

CAFOD:  Thanks for your contributions to CAFOD via the Lenten Fast Day.

  CAFOD Portsmouth Diocese has now contributed £233,000 to the Haiti Earthquake appeal out of £4m. nationally.

  CAFOD sponsored walk over the last 100 miles of the “Camino de Santiago” to the shrine of St. James at Santiago de Compostela in N.W. Spain.   Dates:  September 2-12.   If interested tel 01252 329285 or hhinde@cafod.org.uk
  CAFOD is promoting a programme of “Give it up” – giving up something for Lent, as many do, and donating the money saved to CAFOD, so “turning” biscuits into bicycles, wine into water and magazines into shelter.   See CAFOD display board in north aisle or visit www.cafod.org.uk/giveitup.

  Money intended for CAFOD collected at times other than the Fast Day collection can be handed in at the church and will be forwarded.

MUSIC PRACTICES FOR HOLY WEEK & EASTER:  Thursdays March 11, 18, 25 7.30-9pm, Tuesday March 30 7-9pm.  New singers/musicians most welcome.

LENT SOUP LUNCHES in the Hall every Thursday of Lent from 12noon;  proceeds to CAFOD and our Uganda charity.

CANTORES MICHAELIS Sung Mass of St. Patrick Tuesday March 16 at 7.30pm, eve of the feast.   Haydn “Little Organ Mass” (Mass of St. John of God), motets by Bruckner, Elgar and Victoria, Gregorian chant.

COLLECTION ENVELOPES for the next financial year beginning April are available for you to pick up in the porch.   Have you taken yours yet?

PARISH HEALING MINISTRY after 6.30pm and 10.30am Masses this weekend.   Please come to the front of the church after Mass to be welcomed by team members.
Parish Penitential Service for Lent Tuesday, March 23, 8pm.
    Stations of the Cross with Our Lady in church Wednesday, March 24, 7.30pm.
PARISH YOUTH GROUPS meet on 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month in the Hall, Junior [‘Frogz’] for ages 8-10 from 6-7.15pm, Senior from 7.30-9pm.    Next date:   Friday, March 19.    All are welcome.

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2011 in Madrid:  Deadline for applications is March 31, so contact our Youth Officer  petermcgeady@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk now.     See also his blog at:
pjmcgeady.blogspot.com

DIOCESAN PRAYER INTENTIONS:     Su: De la Mennais Brothers.  M: The Hospice movement.  T:  Religious novices.  W:  St. Edward the Confessor, Chandler’s Ford.  Th: Diocesan Stewardship Steering Group.   F:  Priests no longer in active ministry.  Sa:   Chapel of St. Patrick, Shrivenham.

FAIRTRADE DAY CONFERENCE at Solent University Saturday March 13, 10.15am-4.15pm;  see notice in the porch.

ARCHBISHOP OSCAR ROMERO of San Salvador † March 24 1980.   30th anniversary Mass at Immaculate Conception, Portswood Wednesday March 24 7pm.
DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES August 20-27, led by Bishop Peter Doyle of Northampton.   Travel by train, coach or plane from Stansted.   Brochures, application forms and medical forms from Mgr. Vincent Harvey, 14 Rockstone Place SO15 3EQ or e-mail:  vincent.harvey@gsy.org.uk
Young people aged 17+ also welcome to work as helpers;  subsidised fare.  Please apply as above, special form provided.
AND COMING TO OUR SCREENS SHORTLY ... “Lourdes”, a film by Jessica Hausner.   Christine, a lonely wheelchair-user, joins a Knights of Malta pilgrimage to Lourdes.    This is not a documentary, though at first it appears it will be.   There are human tensions in the air, some of them revolving round the theme of healing.   This film was made at the shrine with the blessing of the authorities.   Some of it is ironically humorous – there is even a joke from the Virgin Mary.   And who is the almost silent woman who takes over pushing Christine around .....?    Highly recommended.
SAFEGUARDING:  CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS.   A training day is being offered in our Hall by the Safeguarding Commission (Maureen Wiltshire) on Saturday May 8.   Safeguarding children 10am-12.30pm, Vulnerable Adults 1.30-4pm.    This training is for those who have direct contact with either of these groups through their parish involvement.   It is also becoming obligatory throughout the Diocese.    To reserve a place please give your name asap to Father David or the Parish Office indicating which session(s) you will be attending, and we will pass on names to our Safeguarding representatives.
“CHOOSING THE COMMON GOOD”:  This new document has been produced by the Bishops’ Conference of England & Wales ahead of the General Election and was issued last Wednesday.   Copies will no doubt be coming our way, but the text should feature in the Catholic newspapers.  It is also promoted as a reflection on essential strands of Catholic social and moral teaching ahead of the visit of Pope Benedict XVI which takes place in September.
‘BOOKSWAP’:  this is a new area in the Repository where you can find religious books, leaflets etc., to read, pass on or return so that some else can benefit from them.   If you wish to keep the book, please make a donation using the Repository box at the back of the church.   Book donations are also welcome.   For more information please contact Jeanne or Diana Agacy 07787 937678.

MARRIAGE REFRESHER DAY for committed couples who wish to spend a day reflecting on their relationship – NB not a counselling day for couples with serious marriage difficulties.   At St. Peter’s Winchester, Saturday April 17, 10am-4pm, tel. Pip Redding 01962 827705.
FOUNDATION GOVERNOR VACANCIES at St. George’s College (1) and Springhill (2).  Also Parent Governor Vacancy at Springhill (1).    Application forms and information from the parish office.   Deadline March 19.

Our ongoing parish charity funds the building of classroom blocks in schools near Gulu, N.E. Uganda, in villages devastated during the tyranny of the “Lord’s Resistance Army”.   We are now funding our third classroom block.    Please use the large collection box against the screen at the back of the church;  next to it are Gift Aid envelopes for your contributions.    

TO DATE:  £13914.73
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK.
“The Sacrament of Reconciliation”, alias Confessions”.    What we call it emphasises what we see it to be.   “Confessions” suggests it is all the work of ourselves – though in fact it is the Holy Spirit which prompts our conscience in the first place.   “Reconciliation” suggests a meeting between two, a bridge being restored, a renewed relationship.
Our parish children are at present being prepared for their First Reconciliation, which takes place in the church on St. Patrick’s Day – not in the Confessional, though we do show them that, so they understand how it ‘works’.    And we teach them the word ‘Reconciliation’, so introducing them to the language of six-syllable words.

Having said all that, the Latin title of the sacrament is not Sacramentum reconciliationis.   It is Sacramentum penitentiae, literally ‘Sacrament of Penance’ or of ‘Penitence’.   Penitence is our sorrow for sin, penance is the atoning for that sin in some way, as when the priest ‘gives one a penance’.    A different emphasis again, to be honest not as complete a notion as ‘reconciliation’

There are other emphases, too.   One is the communal nature of sin.   It is quite wrong to think:  ‘My sin is a private matter between me and God’.    All sin, however ‘privately’ committed, impacts on the world at large;  it weakens the threads of love and trust.    If you came to the talk on “Celebrating Lent the Orthodox Way” on March 2, you heard how the Orthodox, on the day before Lent, hold the “Service of Forgiveness”, where everybody present asks forgiveness of everybody else, albeit without listing details.
That is the main point of our celebrating a Parish Service of Reconciliation in Lent (March 23, 8pm).    By coming together we recognise the weakening of the social bond which sin causes, and the strengthening brought about by forgiveness.

In our primary school, given the large numbers, the children write their sins on cards, which they even decorate and illustrate.   The priests read the cards and give Absolution, and the cards are fed into a shredder before the children’s eyes, to show them that the sin is ‘gone’.

In France there is now a ‘confess by mobile phone service’ – of which the French church does not approve – by which at 0.34 euros per minute one can speak of one’s sin to God.   Mon Dieu!  So God has a mobile phone after all – no wonder he is always ringing during Mass.   
Next we will have text-message Confession:  i bad sind comm. 1 3 6 9  and presumably Penance & Absolution:  2 OF, 2HM, 2GB, u OK.   Have nice day.   Gd.






