HOMILY for PALM SUNDAY, March 28th., 2010
“Save yourself, and us as well”

So Holy Week begins, and the account of the Passion according to St. Luke, which we have just heard, provides us with the theme of our prayer for these sacred days which are now upon us.

And what is the portrait of Jesus which St. Luke wishes to give us in this Passion story?    For it is a portrait, as well as being a drama, and like a painter – which traditionally St. Luke was – the Gospel writer chooses his ‘colours’ as elements of his story to create a distinctive whole.

So rather than Jesus the True Messiah, or Jesus the Conqueror, we have Jesus the Lord of Love.   Fittingly so, in a Gospel which gives us the stories of the Prodigal Son and the Good Samaritan.

This theme is heralded in the first Gospel of today, for the entry into Jerusalem.    The acclamation of the crowd echoes the song of the angels at Jesus’ birth:   “Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest!”    Christ is coming to his people out of love.

Through this Passion we behold reconciliation, peace, forgiveness.    The cause of Jesus Christ causes even Herod and Pilate to become friends of each other.    Jesus forgives his persecutors from the Cross, and allows the dying thief to ‘break in’ to Paradise.    He rejects violence and heals the ear of the high priest’s servant.
Jesus is presented as totally innocent;  this is stressed three times at his trial.   Innocent in the face of the “hour of evil”.    He enters fully into the emotion of the experience, sweating blood in the Garden of Gethsemane.     He genuinely feels for, and fears for, those who are guilty.    “If this is what they do to the green wood” – that is, to me who am innocent – “what will they do to the dry wood?”

Filled with such sympathy, he is not alone in his journey to the Cross.   He is accompanied by many others; he is not abandoned.

Above all – and this fits so well with St. Luke’s theme of the Church, the gathering of believers in love  – the Way of the Cross provides the means for discipleship, represented by Simon of Cyrene.   Simon is a true disciple, carrying the Cross behind Jesus.    “Many people carry crosses, but do they carry them behind Jesus?”

There is a clear link between St. Luke and St. Paul – Luke, as the Acts of the Apostles tell us, was one of Paul’s travelling companions.    Some see Luke’s Gospel as the ‘Gospel Paul didn’t write’.    In that case, Luke’s Passion account is summarised by Paul in the famous words of today’s Second Reading:   “He took the form of a servant, being found in human likeness, and became obedient to death, even death on a cross”.

All for love.

