PARISH OF ST BONIFACE, SHIRLEY, SOUTHAMPTON

APRIL 4th., 2010
EASTER SUNDAY; THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 
“He is not here;  he has risen”

Presbytery: St. Boniface House, 413 Shirley Road Southampton SO15 3JD Tel: 023 80771231 Fax: 023 80528236

Parish Clergy:  Father David Sillince [Parish Priest],  Canon Terry Walsh [in retirement]

Safeguarding Officers:  Philip Jones Tel: 023 80770803, Anne Monaghan 023 80777691    Chair of Parish Pastoral Council: Margaret Rose.

Parish Secretary: Eileen B. Aylett          Parish Office opening hours Monday Thursday and Friday 9.00am to 12.30pm

Newsletter deadline 9.00pm on Tuesday for inclusion on following Sunday, space permitting.

Parish Website: www.st-boniface.org.uk                            Parish Office e mail: office @st-boniface.org.uk  or  eileenaylett@tesco.net   

This Parish is within the Pastoral Area of Southampton Central & West.              RC Diocese of Portsmouth Regd. Charity 246871

The Church is normally open on weekdays 8am-12noon, Saturdays 8am-11am & 5-7.45pm, Sundays 7.30am-12noon

	
	
	CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
	
	
	We pray especially for:-

	
	
	(Divine Office Proper for Easter Octave)
	
	
	

	Saturday
	April 3
	]  THE EASTER VIGIL at 9pm.   No 6.30pm Mass
	 9.00pm
	Vigil
	Peter, Aidan & John King, RIP

	Sunday
	April 4

	]   EASTER SUNDAY
      Normal 8.30 and 10.30am Masses
	 8.30am

10.30am
	Mass
Mass
	Anne Harlow, RIP
Reginald Lodge, RIP

	Monday
	April 5
	EASTER MONDAY  Bank Holiday church open 9-11.
	10.00am
	Mass
	Stanisłaus Oleanik, RIP

	Tuesday
	April 6
	EASTER TUESDAY
	10.00am
	Mass
	Mark & Cheers Sabanathan & families

	Wednesday
	April 7
	EASTER WEDNESDAY
  Requiem Mass for Bob Dorey, RIP at 12.30pm
	10.00am
12.30pm
	Mass
Req.
	Hilary Lyford
Bob Dorey, RIP

	Thursday
	April 8
	EASTER THURSDAY
	10.00am
	Mass
	John Brant, RIP

	Friday
	April 9
	EASTER FRIDAY
	10.00am
	Mass
	Margaret Carty, RIP

	Saturday
	April 10
	EASTER SATURDAY
 6.30pm Mass is of 2nd Sunday of Eastertide
	10.00am
	Mass
	Breda Ellis, RIP


Confessions Saturdays after 10am Mass and from 5.45pm to 6.15pm          PARISH PRAYER GROUP:  Fridays 11am-12noon in the Hall, all welcome.
REFRESHMENTS in the Hall every Sunday after 10.30am Mass, and after 8.30am Mass on the last Sunday of each month;  also Fridays after Mass.
Please pray for those who are sick especially: Colette Morfett, Mary Lewis, Anthony D’Arcy, Father Peter Sprague, James Marsh, Doris Warrington, Patricia Cherry, Edward Standley, Margaret de Groen, Tommy Vickers.  

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Percival Robert [‘Bob’] Dorey who died recently [Requiem Wednesday 12.30pm] and for those with anniversaries at this time:  Winifred Lowe, John Brant, Ronald Russ, Alberta Wills.    May they rest in peace and rise in glory.    
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM.   This weekend Nadia Sarah Laskowska will be baptised at the 8.30am Mass and Laura Witkowska at the 10.30am Mass.   May the Lord grant them long lives, and many days to enjoy their prosperity.   
EASTER COLLECTION this weekend is by custom for the support of the clergy.
THE PARISH OFFICE is open only on Wednesday (April 7) in the coming week;  in the following week it is closed on Monday (April 12) and reopens on Thursday (April 15).

A VERY HAPPY EASTER TO ALL OUR PARISHIONERS AND VISITORS
MANY THANKS to all those who have been working very hard behind the scenes in Holy Week to prepare our many liturgies and to clean and decorate the church for the celebration of Easter.   Holy Week is the most significant time in the year of the Church, but it cannot just happen ‘of its own accord’.

COLLECTION: March 28:  Loose £375.74, Envelopes £499.86. Apportionment:  Bankers’ Orders £320.00, Gift Aid £180.00, Total £1375.60.  Building & Maintenance Fund £279.12.    IRT Uganda charity £99.08 (£14408.96)   Many thanks.   
[The collection for the Holy Places normally taken in Holy Week is deferred to April 18.]
REGINA CAELI

Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia,

For he whom you were worthy to bear, alleluia.

Has risen, as he said, alleluia;

Pray for us to God, alleluia.

Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia,

For the Lord is risen indeed, alleluia.

[replacing the ‘Hail Mary’ throughout Eastertide]

DIOCESAN PRAYER INTENTIONS:     Su:  A deeper confidence in the power of the Resurrection.  M: The newly baptised;  Bishop Anthony Emery †1988.  T: Diocesan Easter Walking Pilgrimage.  W:  De la Salle Brothers in the Diocese.  Th: Sisters of St. Lucy [Filippini].   F:  Handicapped Children’s Pilgrimage Trust.  Sa:   Parish Finance Committees.

DATES AFTER EASTER BREAK:   
First Holy Communion:  resumes April 21.

Confirmation: next sessions April 25,
 1-6pm Stella Maris centre, “Exploring the

   Sacrament”.
Youth Clubs:   Friday April 30, then May 7
  and May 21.
FROM THE RESURRECTION HOMILY OF ST. JOHN CHRYOSOSTOM

Let all lovers of God rejoice in the splendour of this feast;  let those who have borne the burden of Lent now receive their pay, and those who have toiled since the first hour, let them now receive their reward;  let any who came after the third hour be grateful to join in the feast, and those who may have come after the sixth, let them not be afraid of being too late, for the Lord is gracious and receives the last even as the first.   You the first and you the last, receive alike your reward; you rich and poor, dance together;  you who have kept the fast and you who have not, rejoice today.   The table is richly loaded;  enjoy its royal banquet.   The calf is a fatted one;  let no one go away hungry.   Let no one grieve over his poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed;  let no one weep over his sins, for pardon has shone from the grave;  let no one fear death, for the death of our Saviour has set us free.   Christ is risen and the demons are cast down!  Christ is risen and the angels rejoice!  Christ is risen and life is freed!   Christ is risen and the tomb is emptied of the dead!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

YOUTH MINISTRY IN THE CHURCH:  Holy Cross Church Hall, Eastleigh, Sunday Apr 25, 2-5pm.   Info:  pmcgeady@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or tel 07769 258378.  For all interested in youth involvement in the Church.

SAFEGUARDING:  CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS.   

A training day is being offered in our Hall by the Safeguarding Commission (Maureen Wiltshire) on Saturday May 8.   Safeguarding children 10am-12.30pm, Vulnerable Adults 1.30-4pm.    This training is for those who have direct contact with either of these groups through their parish involvement.   It is also becoming obligatory throughout the Diocese.    Names asap to Parish Office/Fr. David.

DO YOU HAVE A 25th., 40th., 50th., 60th.+ WEDDING ANNIVERSARY THIS YEAR?   If so, there is again a “Celebrating Marriage” Mass at St. Bede’s, Basingstoke, with Bishop Crispian, on June 12.   Attendance is by invitation only and numbers are limited.   Please contact Katja Babei of the Diocesan Department for Pastoral Formation, 01329 835583 or e-mail:  kbabei@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES August 20-27, led by Bishop Peter Doyle of Northampton.   Travel by train, coach or plane from Stansted.   Brochures, application forms and medical forms from Mgr. Vincent Harvey, 14 Rockstone Place SO15 3EQ or e-mail:  vincent.harvey@gsy.org.uk
Young people aged 17+ also welcome to work as helpers;  subsidised fare.  Please apply as above, special form provided.
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Easter Sunday is a good time to give Resurrection hope to the children of N.E. Uganda, whose schools we are helping to rebuild and re-equip after the devastation and abductions caused by the so-called “Lord’s Resistance Army”, a sinister and terrifying organisation led by one Joseph Kony, who claims inspiration from the Sermon on the Mount.   

The LRA has been defeated in Uganda, but then moved on to Southern Sudan, where it was initially backed by the Khartoum government.   It has now moved on to the Democratic Republic of Congo, one of the world’s most hapless countries, where news has recently emerged of a terrible massacre perpetrated by the LRA before Christmas.   

Please use the large collection box against the screen at the back of the church;  next to it are Gift Aid envelopes for your contributions.    
TO DATE:  £14408.96
††† EASTER PEG HUNT:  next Sunday April 11 after 10.30am Mass, in the garden (Hall if wet).  All participants will be rewarded with something edible. †††
ORGAN RECITAL by Professor Ian Tracey, Liverpool Anglican Cathedral organist, at St. James’ Road Methodist Church Wednesday April 28, 7.30pm.   £9 (£8 concs.)
CHRIST IS RISEN, 

HE IS RISEN INDEED!
CHRISTUS SURREXIT,

VERE SURREXIT!

CHRISTOS ANESTI,

ALITHÔS ANESTI!

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

We may think that the proper religious symbols of Eastertide are the Easter fire, the Paschal candle and the font of baptism, and that the other Easter symbols are pagan ones for the purely secular world, but we would be wrong.

Although it is difficult to find a place for the Easter bonnet, the Easter egg has a well-established history as a symbol of the Resurrection, though admittedly not in its modern chocolate guise.  The egg’s oval shape, like a seed, echoes Christ’s words:  “Unless a grain of wheat fall to the ground and die, it remains a single grain, but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest”.  The Church encouraged the practice, especially common in Slavic lands, of elaborately decorating Easter eggs, even if the religious authorities never foresaw the degree of decoration achieved by the jeweller Fabergé with his Easter eggs of gold, silver and precious gems which the royal families of Europe used to present to each other.

The Easter bunny, too, has a perfectly respectable religious history, at least if we perform a small sleight of hand and for ‘rabbit’ read ‘hare’.  In ancient tradition the hare was the animal which never closed its eyes and which watched over the other animals during the night.   It was thus a symbol of the moon.   Easter is of course a lunar feast, celebrated on the first full moon after the spring equinox.   For early Christians the hare was as much a symbol of the risen Christ as the fish was of the name of Christ.

It is only natural that for a feast based on new life, believers should turn to parallels of new life and pick these up as symbols.  Easter is the springtime of Christ …

At least, so we say.  But what if we live in the southern hemisphere, say in the Christian lands of the far south like Chile and Argentina, where autumn has well and truly arrived?   What can they make of our liturgical stress on the Easter spring, when for them Easter is represented by shortening days, high winds, falling leaves and fog?

For them, Easter hope must take a different form.  It is a hope which has a more distant fulfilment.  Just as in winter a tree seems stark and bare, yet guards all its life within itself to bring it forth again gloriously in the spring, so an autumn Easter speaks of the sunshine of Christ destined to shine only when the reality of dark days has well and truly passed.  We can all surely think of ‘autumn Easters’ in our lives, and we must preserve our hope while we are experiencing them.
[And talking of hares I must tell you of the shrine of their patron saint at Pennant Melangell in wildest Wales (population 0).   But that is another story .... ]






