PARISH OF ST BONIFACE, SHIRLEY, SOUTHAMPTON

MAY 23rd., 2010
Solemnity of PENTECOST [C] 
“The Holy Spirit will teach you everything”

Presbytery: St. Boniface House, 413 Shirley Road Southampton SO15 3JD Tel: 023 80771231 Fax: 023 80528236

Parish Clergy:  Father David Sillince [Parish Priest],  Canon Terry Walsh [in retirement]

Safeguarding Officer:  Anne Monaghan 023 80777691    Chair of Parish Pastoral Council: Margaret Rose.

Parish Secretary: Eileen B. Aylett          Parish Office opening hours Monday Thursday and Friday 9.00am to 12.30pm

Newsletter deadline 9.00pm on Tuesday for inclusion on following Sunday, space permitting.

Parish Website: www.st-boniface.org.uk                            Parish Office e mail: office @st-boniface.org.uk  or  eileenaylett@tesco.net   

This Parish is within the Pastoral Area of Southampton Central & West.              RC Diocese of Portsmouth Regd. Charity 246871

The Church is normally open on weekdays 8am-12noon, Saturdays 8am-11am & 5-7.45pm, Sundays 7.30am-12noon

	
	
	CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
	
	
	We pray especially for:-

	
	
	(Divine Office week 4 from Monday)
	
	
	

	Saturday
	May 22
	] 
	 6.30pm
	Mass
	Maria Atkinson, RIP

	Sunday
	May 23

	]   Solemnity of PENTECOST [C]

	 8.30am

10.30am
	Mass
Mass
	Abraham Kanjirathunkal, RIP
Salve Tatel, RIP

	Monday
	May 24
	Ordinary Time resumes, week 8, Readings cycle 2
Feria (Week 8).  Funeral of John Charlton RIP 11.15am
	10.00am
11.15am
	Mass
Funer.
	Regina Dzień
John Charlton, RIP

	Tuesday
	May 25
	St. Bede the Venerable, Benedictine & Doctor of the
 Church (+Jarrow 735)
	10.00am
	Mass
	In thanksgiving to St. Anthony /
 Agnes Landez, RIP

	Wednesday
	May 26
	St. Philip Neri, Priest, Founder of the Oratory 

 (+Rome 1595)
	10.00am
	Mass
	Stevie Malone, RIP

	Thursday
	May 27
	St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop (+Canterbury 605)
	10.00am
	Mass
	George Gwynn, RIP

	Friday
	May 28
	[Blessed Margaret Pole, Martyr +London 1541]
   Catenians’ Mass at 7.30pm
	10.00am
 7.30pm
	Mass
Mass
	Maria Atkinson, RIP
Religious Vocations 

	Saturday
	May 29
	Our Lady on Saturday
 6.30pm Mass is of The MOST HOLY TRINITY
	10.00am
	Mass
	Claire & Christopher Day


Confessions Saturdays after 10am Mass and from 5.45pm to 6.15pm          PARISH PRAYER GROUP:  Fridays 11am-12noon in the Hall, all welcome.
REFRESHMENTS in the Hall every Sunday after 10.30am Mass, and after 8.30am Mass on the last Sunday of each month;  also Fridays after Mass.
Please pray for those who are sick especially: Colette Morfett, Mary Lewis, Anthony D’Arcy, Father Peter Sprague, James Marsh, Doris Warrington, Patricia Cherry, Edward Standley, Margaret de Groen, John Ryan.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Vincent O’Callaghan and John Charlton [Funeral service, not Mass, Monday 11.15am]  who died recently and those with anniversaries at this time:  James Murphy, James Hall.   May they rest in peace and rise in glory.       
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  Our 18 children received First Holy Communion last Sunday afternoon.   Congratulations to them, and many thanks to all who contributed to our First Communion Mass, and to our catechists throughout the entire programme.

The children will gather for the 10.30am Mass this Sunday in order to presented to the parish again as the communicant members of the Church which they have now become.

TODAY IS PENTECOST, the culmination of the Easter season.   We end the celebration of the “Paschal Mystery” for 2010 and thank God for all his benefits.

Coffee and cake in the Hall after 10.30am Mass to celebrate the birthday of the Church.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM.    

This weekend we baptise Agneau Narcisse Lendo [Saturday 6.30pm Mass] and  Lucas Daniel Burr [Sunday 10.30am Mass].   

May the Lord grant them long lives, and many days to enjoy their prosperity.  

At the 10am Mass next Saturday May 29 we welcome and prepare for Baptism Naimah Agnes Mwale.
CONFIRMATION:  Two weeks now to the Confirmation Mass at St. Edmund’s on June 6 at 3pm.   Rehearsal at St. Edmund’s the previous day June 5 at 4pm.   Please keep our candidates in your prayers.
Celebration for newly confirmed with shared lunch to follow, but not now on June 20 as announced;  watch this space.

REGINA CAELI

Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia,

For he whom you were worthy to bear, alleluia.

Has risen, as he said, alleluia;

Pray for us to God, alleluia.

Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia,

For the Lord is risen indeed, alleluia.

[For Eastertide;  the “Hail Mary” resumes 

on Monday]
PASTORAL AREA GATHERING:  Representatives of our Pastoral Area of Southampton Central and West gather THIS Sunday May 23, from 2-5pm at Wisdom House, Romsey (the former convent) to share information and ideas.   This gathering is open to all who wish to attend.   We particularly encourage attendance by our ethnic groups.   No booking; just turn up.
YOUTH CLUBS:   Next session:  June 4.  Junior [‘Frogz’] for ages 8-10 from 6-7.15pm, Senior from 7.30-9pm.  Both in the Hall.    All are welcome.
CATENIAN ASSOCIATION:  this Friday May 28 we are hosting the Vocations Mass arranged by the Southampton branch of the Catenians, at 7.30pm.   All are welcome to attend.
WHY A BUILDING FUND?   [Richard Pilley, our chair of Finance, writes]:

Some parishioners may be wondering why we need a building fund when all parish expenses are supposedly paid from the weekly collection.   Good question.

The weekly collections are paid into our current account, and it is true that all parish expenses are paid from that account, including most items of repair and maintenance to our buildings.

The problem is that from time to time we find ourselves confronted with exceptional expenses, usually in connection with our buildings, which we cannot afford to pay from our current account.   Such expenses generally occur only occasionally, but we feel that we need to be ready for that “rainy day” when something goes wrong.  We know, for instance, that when our buildings are surveyed, as they regularly are, there are sometimes some doubts about the church electrical wiring – some of which is original.   Should we have to replace that, which is a very real possibility, we would face an estimated bill of over £10,000.   Likewise we know that sooner or later [hopefully the latter] we may need to resurface the car park, again for £10,000+.
The building fund was set up as a savings/emergency fund to provide for these ‘sooner or later’ situations.   The money we collect is placed in a separate account and will generally be reserved for emergencies.  The more we save now, the easier it will be in the future .

AND:  DO YOU KNOW HOW MUCH IT COSTS ...?   [one of a series].

... To buy our altar wine?   £882.66 in the last year, or approx. £2.42 per day.

... To buy our altar breads, of different kinds including gluten free?  £960.98 in the last year, or approx. £2.63 per day.

... To pay for our licence to reproduce copyright music?  £330.71 in the last year, or approx. 91p. per day.

  [more revelations to follow]

WORLD WEEK OF PEACE FOR PALESTINE & ISRAEL:   May 29 – June 4.  see www.worldweekforpeace.org
“FANNING THE FLAME” HAMPSHIRE CAMP for ages 10-25, August 16-20, “led by young people for young people”.   Tel: St. Dominic’s Priory 01590-681874; ftfcm.com
CONCERT:  given by “CONCHORD SINGERS” director Gordon Willis.
In our church, Sunday June 13, at 7.30pm.

Handel:  Chandos Anthem No. 9:  “O praise the Lord with one consent”

Élisabeth Jacquet de la Guerre [1665-1729]:  “Le passage de la mer rouge”

Mozart:  Clarinet Divertimento No. 1 in B flat (K.439b); Welsh Folksongs arranged Holst; Caribbean songs arranged Willis

A collection will be taken.

COLLECTION: May 16:  Loose £593.39, Envelopes £423.80. Apportionment:  Bankers’ Orders £320.00, Gift Aid £180.00, Total £1517.19.  Clergy Training Fund £245.50. IRT Uganda charity £92.84 + £431.73 from UCM [of £863.46 shared with CAFOD]  (IRT total £15667.39)   Many thanks.    

   COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND to help fund the Papal visit in September.   £2 per head is the suggested sum.   Special Gift Aid envelopes are promised but not received at time of writing.   This collection is additional to our schedule for the year.   NB This is a national collection and is not the personal whim of Fr David!
DIOCESAN PRAYER INTENTIONS:     Su:  This year’s confirmands.  M: Our Lady Help of Christians, Farnborough.  T: Our Lady of Lourdes, New Milton.  W:  St. Joseph, Maidenhead;  St. Bede, Basingstoke.  Th:  Diocesan Vocations Team.   F:  Our Lady of Peace & Blessed Margaret Pole, Southbourne.  Sa:   Legion of Mary.

FRIDAY PRAYER MEETING in the Hall, 11am, praying for healing in the Church;  all are welcome.
HEALING OUTREACH EVENT:  “Little Way Healing Ministries” Saturday June 5, 10am-4.30pm, Highfield House Hotel, Highfield Lane SO17 1AQ, with Fr. Laurence Brassill OSA & Mrs. Pauline Edwards;  another opportunity to bring the sick for prayer.   All welcome;  tea and coffee provided.   “Lay your hands on the sick and they will be healed.”   Parish contact:  Jane Willcox (023) 8034 2290.  
CAFOD:  “Speaking up for CAFOD” training day at St. John the Baptist Hall, Alexandra Road, Andover SP10 3AD, Saturday June 19, 10.30am-4.30pm.   Book via Portsmouth CAFOD office 01252-329385 or portsmouth@cafod,org.uk
       Run the Mini (age 3-8) or Junior (age 9-15) Great South Run for CAFOD Portsmouth Saturday October 23?    Contact Helen Hinde 0207 0955333, hhinde@cafod.org.uk
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

There was an alarming moment during the week when my computer seemed momentarily to give up the ghost and I thought I had lost everything stored on it: all those lists, tables, and aids to clerical bossiness, to say nothing of a string of ‘Thoughts for the Week’, the disappearance of which would have been a major loss for English literature.  And of course despite saying a thousand times that I would ‘back up’ or duplicate all this material, I had not kept this up to date (but I promise I will now, Lord God, O I promise) so I dreaded the thought that it might be irretrievably gone.

For a few seconds I felt quite numb.  How could I survive with all these comforting professional aids?   Then, by contrast, I felt strangely elated and liberated.  What do systems matter?  I thought, I can always start again and do things in a different way – or indeed, not do them in any way at all.  But that bold thought did not last long.

Happily it was just a passing glitch and shortly things were back to normal.  But it was an apt experience at this time of year when, having celebrated the Ascension of the Lord, we focus especially on the gift of the Holy Spirit.

According to St. John’s Gospel viewpoint, Jesus, on sending us the Holy Spirit, was sending us himself in a wider form, not encompassed by the limits of time and space.  He was giving us the gift of total liberty.   “Through Jesus Christ, the law of the Spirit of life set me free” [Romans 8:2].

Throughout his ministry on earth, people constantly tried to trap Jesus into giving precise answers.  He would not do so.  He wanted people to take wing and fly.  When asked where he was going, he replied: “I am the Way”, a very unsatisfactory answer from one point of view.   Even when asked what was the greatest commandment, and replying that it consisted of love of God and neighbour, he left the whole field wide open to endlessly creative responses and interpretations.

We would prefer to put the Holy Spirit into a bottle and jam a cork in.  We want explanations, theological treatises, historical background, restrictions, limitations, codes, cautions and customs.  These things no doubt have their place, but they are not of the essence of the Holy Spirit.  “The Spirit lives to set us free”.   The great St. Thomas Aquinas, having probed the mysteries of theology more exhaustively than almost any other, declared at the very end of his life, when he sensed the beatific vision, that all his writings were as works of straw.

We are afraid of liberty.  I was, too, with my computer, and (once again) missed an opportunity to grasp the Holy Spirit.







