PARISH OF ST BONIFACE, SHIRLEY, SOUTHAMPTON

MAY 9th. 2010
SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTERTIDE [C] 
“My own peace I give you”

Presbytery: St. Boniface House, 413 Shirley Road Southampton SO15 3JD Tel: 023 80771231 Fax: 023 80528236

Parish Clergy:  Father David Sillince [Parish Priest],  Canon Terry Walsh [in retirement]

Safeguarding Officer:  Anne Monaghan 023 80777691    Chair of Parish Pastoral Council: Margaret Rose.

Parish Secretary: Eileen B. Aylett          Parish Office opening hours Monday Thursday and Friday 9.00am to 12.30pm

Newsletter deadline 9.00pm on Tuesday for inclusion on following Sunday, space permitting.

Parish Website: www.st-boniface.org.uk                            Parish Office e mail: office @st-boniface.org.uk  or  eileenaylett@tesco.net   

This Parish is within the Pastoral Area of Southampton Central & West.              RC Diocese of Portsmouth Regd. Charity 246871

The Church is normally open on weekdays 8am-12noon, Saturdays 8am-11am & 5-7.45pm, Sundays 7.30am-12noon

	
	
	CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
	
	
	We pray especially for:-

	
	
	(Divine Office week 2)
	
	
	

	Saturday
	May 8
	] 
	 6.30pm
	Mass
	Ann Allanson, RIP

	Sunday
	May 9

	]   SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTERTIDE [C]

	 8.30am

10.30am
	Mass
Mass
	Brian Gallagher
Julia Mary Fisher, RIP

	Monday
	May 10
	of Easter 6                            Tenth Station of Light
	10.00am
	Mass
	Bert & Margaret de Groen

	Tuesday
	May 11
	of Easter 6                                     Eleventh Station
	10.00am
	Mass
	Maria Atkinson, RIP

	Wednesday
	May 12
	of Easter 6                                      Twelfth Station
 [SS. Nereus & Achilleus, and St. Pancras, Martyrs

   of Rome +c3/c4]
	10.00am
	Mass
	Stan Myles, RIP

	Thursday
	May 13
	ASCENSION THURSDAY    Masses 10am,
  7.30pm with “Cantores Michaelis”

     [Our Lady of Fatima]
	10.00am
 7.30pm
	Mass
Mass
	Parunkara Mathew, RIP
Father Peter Sprague & family

	Friday
	May 14
	Feast of St. MATTHIAS, Apostle
            First Station of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
	10.00am
	Mass
	Gerald Howell, RIP

	Saturday
	May 15
	of Easter 6                                       Second Station
 6.30pm Mass is of 7th Sunday of Easter,  Ascensiontide
	10.00am
	Mass
	Mary Fitzgerald


Confessions Saturdays after 10am Mass and from 5.45pm to 6.15pm          PARISH PRAYER GROUP:  Fridays 11am-12noon in the Hall, all welcome.
REFRESHMENTS in the Hall every Sunday after 10.30am Mass, and after 8.30am Mass on the last Sunday of each month;  also Fridays after Mass.
Please pray for those who are sick especially: Colette Morfett, Mary Lewis, Anthony D’Arcy, Father Peter Sprague, James Marsh, Doris Warrington, Patricia Cherry, Edward Standley, Margaret de Groen, Tommy Vickers, John Ryan.

            Please pray for the repose of the souls of those with anniversaries at this time:  Alice Howell, Charles McCoy, Joseph Cross, Helena McDonnell.   May they rest in peace and rise in glory.       
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM.    
At the 10.30am Mass this Sunday Gabriel Mário Antunes will be baptised.   May the Lord grant him a long life, and many days to enjoy his prosperity.  
At the 10am Mass next Saturday May 15 we welcome and prepare for Baptism Alan Jakub Piotrowicz, Lucas Daniel Burr and Agneau Narcisse Lendo.
CANTORES MICHAELIS:   We will be welcoming these singers from Southampton University Music department for a Sung Mass this Thursday, May 13 at 7.30pm, Ascension Day.    

Schubert Mass in G;  Peter Philips “Ascendit Deus”;  Gerald Finzi “God is gone up with a triumphant shout”;  Henry Purcell “O God Thou art my God”;  Gregorian chant.

None of these have been sung here by the Cantores before.

This is the ‘proper’ day of the Ascension, 40 days after Easter.    The season of Ascensiontide, and the Novena of Prayer for Pentecost, continues through next weekend.

There is also a morning Mass this Thursday as usual, at 10am.

CONFIRMATION:   Away weekend at Marwell Activity Centre next weekend May 14-16.   Confirmation Mass at St. Edmund’s Sunday June 6 3pm.

REGINA CAELI

Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia,

For he whom you were worthy to bear, alleluia.

Has risen, as he said, alleluia;

Pray for us to God, alleluia.

Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia,

For the Lord is risen indeed, alleluia.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  Rehearsal this Wednesday in church at 6pm.    The First Communion Mass is next Sunday at 3pm.   Please pray for our candidates:  Vincent White, André Vicente, Hannah Triggs, Sherlyn Sherwin, Joseph Scully, Elysa Salavarria, Jarod Ahmed, Euan Ball, Cecilia Barnes, Mikaela de Castro, Alexander Fenton, Richard Fesarillo, Thomas Kollig, Narc Olla, Night Olla, Joby Mathew, Caitlin Maby, Alfonso Landolfi.
Because the church is needed for the rehearsal on Wednesday, there is no celebration of First Vespers of the Ascension as would otherwise occur.

COLLECTION: May 2:  Loose £480.57, Envelopes £449.60. Apportionment:  Bankers’ Orders £320.00, Gift Aid £180.00, Total £1430.17.     Building & Maintenance £749.06.  IRT Uganda charity £187.90 (£15060.89)   Many thanks.    

The collection for “Clergy Training”, will be taken next weekend (deferred from April 25).   
YOUTH CLUBS:   Next session:  May 21.  Junior [‘Frogz’] for ages 8-10 from 6-7.15pm, Senior from 7.30-9pm.  Both in the Hall.

    All are welcome.
SCHOOL BUILD CHALLENGE FINALISTS:  Springhill School is one of the finalists in a writing competition being run by the Daily Echo.    Please collect tokens from the Echo and other local newspapers.   The total amount of tokens collected will be divided by the number of peoples in each school, to decide the winning school.

Tokens need to be handed in to the school by May 15.

PASTORAL AREA GATHERING:  Representatives of our Pastoral Area of Southampton Central and West gather on Sunday May 23, Pentecost Sunday, from 2-5pm at Wisdom House, Romsey (the former convent) to share information and ideas.   This gathering is open to all who wish to attend.

DIOCESAN PRAYER INTENTIONS:     Su:  Diocesan Advisors to TV & Radio.  M: Our Lady, Fleet.  T: Diocesan Finance Council.  W:  Mill Hill Fathers.  Th:  Portuguese Chaplaincies.   F:  Catechetical ‘Teams of Our Lady’.  Sa:   ‘Faith & Light’ for the spirituality of the disabled.

FRIDAY PRAYER GROUP 11am in the Hall:   in May prays especially for those affected by child abuse in the Church, the repair and healing of the Church and for wisdom and humility in Church leadership.   All are welcome to attend, as ever.
DAY OF RETREAT with Fr. Ronnie Mitchell SMM, Saturday June 19, 9.30am-4.30pm at St. Joseph’s, Ashurst.  Please bring Bible and a packed lunch.
INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE TRUST:   our charity project in Uganda, currently equipping newly built classroom blocks in restored village schools in the north-east of the country, has now reached £15060.89.   Many thanks.
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

St. Trinian’s, the anarchic school for girls first thought up by cartoonist Ronald Searle as long ago as 1942, and based on a real school in Edinburgh, is still going strong in its film version, having just spawned yet another sequel, with more to come.

Less well remembered, perhaps, is the boys’ version, also illustrated by Searle, featuring the spotty and ink-bespattered Nigel Molesworth, hero of “Down with Skool!”, and reluctant pupil of St. Custard’s, one of the dimmer examples of the independent sector.   When I was a boy in the 50s this was my Bible and I could, and still can, quote whole lines of it.
When Molesworth was beaten down by adversity he used to retreat into a fantasy world, and at one point imagines himself morphing into a giant spider with his own head attached, advancing to terrorise the staff.    The cartoon caption reads:

“Nearer and nearer crept the ghastly thing”

This quotation came to mind as I received a hand-out from ICEL [International Commission on English in the Liturgy] saying that Rome had approved the new translation of the Missal which we all be ‘enjoying’ in about a year from now.    The hand-out lauds the work of the translators who have “ensured that we have a text of the highest quality”.

Like a number of clergy, I feel bound to disassociate myself from this assessment.
We might ask why, with so many other preoccupations to trouble us, we are expending energy and finance on a new translation – especially when our churches are increasingly filled with migrants who, with all due respect, are having trouble accustoming themselves to the present one.

The answer will be, no doubt, that the Mass is the centre of our faith life, and deserves only the best.   I would concur with that.  My question is:  in the new translation, is it getting it?

It should be said at once that there has been something of a conspiracy of silence as to what the translation actually contains.  It was originally leaked out to us ‘lesser beings’ on one or two websites, who were peremptorily ordered to remove the offending material.   No parish, as far as I know, has been involved in being a ‘guinea pig’ in a pilot scheme.    Although the Ordinary of the Mass has now been in the public domain for some little time, I have still not seen the new Presidential Prayers (Collect, Offertory, Post-Communion).

As far as I am aware, no expert in the fields of translation of literature, prose or poetry, has been approached.    The experts are those in the field of the liturgical theology of the Church.   In that field they excel, no doubt, but that does not make them translators.   And translation does not consist in slavishly following, word by word, a given original.

Let us step back a bit.  When the Mass in English became the norm, there was a tremendous amount of translation for the predecessor of ICEL to do in a hurry.    Not all of it was done equally well.    Some of the presidential prayers are certainly rather skimpy.   Other decisions, such as to ‘compress’ the text of the Gloria, seem questionable.   The new version will indeed deal with these.
But in addition, Bishops’ Conferences were given free rein to compose prayers, in the spirit of the original, but elaborating or reflecting on the first text.   If you have a Missal, you will see those as the second option for the Collects [Opening Prayers] on Sundays.   They have beautiful features, though they are perhaps a bit long.

And so things were until 1996.   In that year, ICEL finalised a revised translation based on nearly 30 years’ experience, which it submitted to Rome.    Simultaneously there came to office as prefect of the Congregation of Divine Worship the Chilean Cardinal Jorge Medina Estévez, close friend of General Pinochet.   In a style more worthy of the bombing of the Moneda palace in Santiago, Medina booted out (a) the proposed translation (b) the ICEL team and (c) the authors of the ‘free’ prayers who were told in no uncertain terms that such experiments were over.
And the new translation?  Well, opinions will clearly differ.  But in the attempt to remain as close as possible to the Latin it has produced a result which has been described as “quite good English for somebody whose native language is Latin”.

Some will be pleased that various infelicities of translation have been changed – as ICEL was going to do in 1996 anyway.   Others who like the idea of Rome micro-managing everything will be delighted.   Others will just ‘take whatever comes’ and may see all this as a storm in a teacup.   Some will be saddened that the contributions to the ‘living tradition’ so vilified by Cardinal Medina Estévez have disappeared without trace.

But some, like me, will be disturbed that the wonderful monument of the renewed, living Church, so carefully dug out of the sand by Blessed Pope John XXIII, is, it seems, more and more disappearing back under the surface again.

“Celebrating Marriage” Mass for those with ‘significant anniversaries’ at St. Bede’s, Basingstoke, with Bishop Crispian, on June 12.   Attendance is by invitation only and numbers are limited.   Please contact Katja Babei of the Diocesan Department for Pastoral Formation, 01329 835583 or e-mail:  kbabei@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk






