PARISH OF ST BONIFACE, SHIRLEY, SOUTHAMPTON

MAY 16th., 2010
SEVENTH SUNDAY of EASTERTIDE [C] in ASCENSIONTIDE
& the NOVENA of PRAYER for PENTECOST
“I have given them the glory you gave to me”

Presbytery: St. Boniface House, 413 Shirley Road Southampton SO15 3JD Tel: 023 80771231 Fax: 023 80528236

Parish Clergy:  Father David Sillince [Parish Priest],  Canon Terry Walsh [in retirement]

Safeguarding Officer:  Anne Monaghan 023 80777691    Chair of Parish Pastoral Council: Margaret Rose.

Parish Secretary: Eileen B. Aylett          Parish Office opening hours Monday Thursday and Friday 9.00am to 12.30pm

Newsletter deadline 9.00pm on Tuesday for inclusion on following Sunday, space permitting.

Parish Website: www.st-boniface.org.uk                            Parish Office e mail: office @st-boniface.org.uk  or  eileenaylett@tesco.net   

This Parish is within the Pastoral Area of Southampton Central & West.              RC Diocese of Portsmouth Regd. Charity 246871

The Church is normally open on weekdays 8am-12noon, Saturdays 8am-11am & 5-7.45pm, Sundays 7.30am-12noon

	
	
	CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
	
	
	We pray especially for:-

	
	
	(Divine Office week 3)
	
	
	

	Saturday
	May 15
	] 
	 6.30pm
	Mass
	Amelia McFarland RIP & family dec’d

	Sunday
	May 16

	]   SEVENTH SUNDAY of EASTERTIDE,
      in ASCENSIONTIDE
         First Holy Communion Mass at 3pm
	 8.30am

10.30am
 3.00pm
	Mass
Mass
Mass
	Mary Hoskins
Ronald & Irene Andrews, RIP
First Holy Communion candidates

	Monday
	May 17
	of Easter 7   
  [St. Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury +988]

          Third Station of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
	10.00am
	Mass
	Agatha Atama, in thanksgiving

	Tuesday
	May 18
	of Easter 7  [St. John I, Pope & Martyr +Ravenna 526]
                                                       Fourth Station
	10.00am
	Mass
	Bolger family dec’d

	Wednesday
	May 19
	Feast of the DEDICATION of St. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL,
 PORTSMOUTH                                    Fifth Station
	10.00am
	Mass
	Pat Finnegan, RIP

	Thursday
	May 20
	of Easter 7  [St. Bernardine of Siena, Franciscan

  +L’Aquila 1444]                                 Sixth Station
	10.00am
	Mass
	Bert & Margaret de Groen

	Friday
	May 21
	of Easter 7  [St. Christopher Magallanes & Companions,
 Priests & Martyrs of Mexico +1927]  Seventh Station
	10.00am
	Mass
	George Monk, RIP
Aleyama Abraham, RIP

	Saturday
	May 22
	of Easter 7  [St. Rita of Cascia, Augustinian +1447]
                                   Fourteenth Station of Light
 6.30pm Mass is of the Vigil of PENTECOST
	10.00am
	Mass
	Maria Atkinson, RIP


Confessions Saturdays after 10am Mass and from 5.45pm to 6.15pm          PARISH PRAYER GROUP:  Fridays 11am-12noon in the Hall, all welcome.
REFRESHMENTS in the Hall every Sunday after 10.30am Mass, and after 8.30am Mass on the last Sunday of each month;  also Fridays after Mass.
Please pray for those who are sick especially: Colette Morfett, Mary Lewis, Anthony D’Arcy, Father Peter Sprague, James Marsh, Doris Warrington, Patricia Cherry, Edward Standley, Margaret de Groen, Tommy Vickers, John Ryan.

            Please pray for the repose of the souls of those with anniversaries at this time:  Pat Finnegan, Mary Turner, John Donnelly.   May they rest in peace and rise in glory.       
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM.    

This weekend we baptise Alan Jakub Piotrowicz [Saturday 6.30pm Mass] and  Henry Samuel Kollig [Sunday 3pm First Communion Mass].   
May the Lord grant them long lives, and many days to enjoy their prosperity.  
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  This Sunday at 3pm.   Please pray for our candidates:  Thomas Kollig, Narc Olla, Night Olla, Joby Mathew, Caitlin Maby, Alfonso Landolfi, Mikaela de Castro, Alexander Fenton, Richard Fesarillo, Vincent White, André Vicente, Hannah Triggs, Jarod Ahmed, Euan Ball, Cecilia Barnes, Sherlyn Sherwin, Joseph Scully, Elysa Salavarria.

[Thomas Kollig’s brother, Henry Samuel, will be baptised during this Mass.]
Celebration party Wednesday 6pm in Hall.

COLLECTION: May 9:  Loose £469.40, Envelopes £440.00. Apportionment:  Bankers’ Orders £320.00, Gift Aid £180.00, Total £1409.40. IRT Uganda charity £81.93 (£15142.82)   Many thanks.    

This weekend:  Clergy Training Fund, deferred from April 25.
REGINA CAELI

Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia,

For he whom you were worthy to bear, alleluia.

Has risen, as he said, alleluia;

Pray for us to God, alleluia.

Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia,

For the Lord is risen indeed, alleluia.

CONFIRMATION:   Please pray for our parish candidates who take part in an away weekend at Marwell Activity Centre this weekend prior to their Confirmation on June 6:  
Beatrice Tan, Korryna & Katie Foulkes, Elizabeth Delva, Elizabeth Wood, Richard Keogh, Katherine Bignell, Bernadette Jones, Ruth Parkinson, Grace Jansen, Spencer May, Eleanor Doyle, Emma D’Arcy.                     [& see overleaf
PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION??   

The impasse about choosing our Government, finally happily (?) resolved last Tuesday, would have been solved by the Church in quite different way.

The Pope would say:  “You give me three names.   I choose this one”.   Or possibly:  “I choose none of them”.

The famous list of three, or terna, has been the Church’s way of doing things for time immemorial.   No doubt inspired by other religious threesomes, like Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob  or even Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

For choosing Bishops in the Church, names are submitted to the Papal Nuncio (ambassador).   Names can be presented by anybody:  you can write to Archbishop Faustino Saenz Muñoz at Wimbledon any time you like proposing me, though I won’t thank you for it.    Candidates must be at least 35, “outstanding in strong faith, good morals, piety, zeal for souls, wisdom, prudence and human virtues”, among other things, so that’s me eliminated.

Naturally things have not always been done this way.   In the very early Church the people chose their Bishop.   Then the local clergy did so on their behalf, the choice being ratified by the so-called Metropolitan, the Archbishop of the principal see.   Once Christianity became the official state religion, to serve as a Bishop was seen as serving as an administrator.   That is how the people in Milan were able to choose St. Ambrose as their Bishop even though he was not yet baptised:  because he was an excellent Imperial governor.   Nowadays he wouldn’t have got a look in.
For a few happy years after Christianity became ‘official’, bishops were even entrusted with hearing civil legal cases – rather like Moses of old – though this did not last long.   We can see traces of this in the stories told about St. Nicholas, including his ‘redeeming’ girls who had been sold into prostitution by their impoverished parents.

Also with Christianity becoming the religion of state there began the great dispute – the so-called Investiture Dispute – as to whether or not bishops should be selected by the state rather than the Church, or at least ratified by the state.   

The Second Lateran Council of 1139 reserved the appointment of Bishops to the Church, the terna being drawn up by the canons of the relevant cathedral, but gradually this power was taken directly into the hands of the Pope, although numerous exceptions prevailed even into the 20th. century.     And different nations still claimed a veto over the Papal choice – most Catholic General Franco in Spain regularly blocked nominations which he considered ‘harmful’.

So if we think it odd that the Prime Minister – who might be an atheist – should have a say in the choice of Anglican bishops, we should remember how common this was in Catholic history, maybe without the atheism bit.
And perhaps as a return gesture the Church should choose the Prime Minister, and I have a sneaking feeling that the opportunity for us to do that will be coming round again all too soon ...
PASTORAL AREA GATHERING:  Representatives of our Pastoral Area of Southampton Central and West gather next Sunday May 23, Pentecost Sunday, from 2-5pm at Wisdom House, Romsey (the former convent) to share information and ideas.   This gathering is open to all who wish to attend.   We particularly encourage attendance by our ethnic groups.

NEXT SUNDAY IS PENTECOST:  coffee and cake in the Hall after 10.30am Mass to celebrate the birthday of the Church.

YOUTH CLUBS:   Next session:  May 21.  Junior [‘Frogz’] for ages 8-10 from 6-7.15pm, Senior from 7.30-9pm.  Both in the Hall.    All are welcome.
DIOCESAN PRAYER INTENTIONS:     Su:  Diocesan Communications Office/website.  M: Our Lady of Mercy & St. Joseph, Lymington.  T: St. John the Evangelist, Lee-on-Solent.  W:  [anniversary of the formation of this Diocese 19.5.1882]  The Dioceses of the Provinces;  Canons of the Cathedral Chapter;  Parish of St. John’s Cathedral, Portsmouth.  Th:  St. Saviour, Totland Bay.   F:  St. Mary, Ryde.  Sa:   Diocesan Archivists and all Catholic History associations.
CONFIRMATION:  Pastoral Area Confirmation Mass is at 3pm on Sunday June 6 in St. Edmund’s.

 Parish celebration for newly confirmed candidates Sunday June 20 at 10.30am Mass and after in Hall with shared lunch;  details to follow.

VISITOR TO SOUTHAMPTON, former parishioner now in Midlands, seeks secure off-road parking for three weeks from July 23.   Will pay, or donate to parish charities if preferred.   Please contact parish office if you can help.

COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND to help fund the Papal visit in September.   £2 per head is the suggested sum.   Special Gift Aid envelopes will be available.
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

What news is really important news?

When I go to look at my e-mails, it is interesting to see what my internet service provider regards as THE really important item of news to advertise on the home page.

In recent days, one might presume it was all about “Conservatives and Lib-Dems in coalition talks”, “Brown resigns”, “Cameron PM”.    But not necessarily so.

Apart from a number of occasions when pride of place was given to our friendly Icelandic volcano Eyjafjallajökull [crazy name, crazy volcano], the most amazing choice of ‘prime news’, at the very time that Labour/Lib-Dem negotiations broke down, was ....

That Sam Attwater and Emer Kenny, who play Leon Small and Zsa Zsa Carter in EastEnders are leaving the show, and so are being written out of the script.
There’s priorities for you.

It reminds me of the story of the man who [do not read this if you are squeamish] fell off a ladder while pruning a tree in his garden and impaled himself on his garden railings.   As he waited for doctors and the Fire Brigade to come to his rescue, his first thought was to tell his wife:  “Please will you record Coronation Street!”     As they say, first things first.
Perhaps this is why as a nation we are addicted to Trivial Pursuit.

Christianity is something which seems to lend itself to the pursuit of the trivial.   While the Gospel speaks of great things like Resurrection, Truth, Life Everlasting, the defeat of darkness, and the unbreakable power of love, we are often diverted by such concerns as:
the choice of tune for a hymn

the particular location of a stool

the length of a cassock

the opening or shutting of a door

the occupation of one’s place by another  ...

We often feel that many of the stipulations of the old Jewish law are trivial, but they were certainly not seen to be so by the Jews.   They were signs of God’s concern and love for his people.

We have re-prioritised our faith in the light of Jesus’ great commandment to “love God and neighbour as ourselves”  but in a self-inflicted act of revenge we often go back to the very notions of ‘trivial’ which we see in another faith, and make those the be-all-and-end-all of our belief.

The word ‘trivial’ originally meant “common or vulgar” and then came to mean “of interest only to lesser minds”.   Its origin is in the Latin “three ways” in the sense of a road junction (“in the gutter”).   But our Christian “three ways” are the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   We need to raise our sights higher.






