PARISH OF ST BONIFACE, SHIRLEY, SOUTHAMPTON

MAY 30th., 2010
 Solemnity of the MOST HOLY TRINITY [C] 
“The Spirit of truth will lead you to the complete truth”

Presbytery: St. Boniface House, 413 Shirley Road Southampton SO15 3JD Tel: 023 80771231 Fax: 023 80528236

Parish Clergy:  Father David Sillince [Parish Priest],  Canon Terry Walsh [in retirement]

Safeguarding Officer:  Anne Monaghan 023 80777691    Chair of Parish Pastoral Council: Margaret Rose.

Parish Secretary: Eileen B. Aylett          Parish Office opening hours Monday Thursday and Friday 9.00am to 12.30pm

Newsletter deadline 9.00pm on Tuesday for inclusion on following Sunday, space permitting.

Parish Website: www.st-boniface.org.uk                            Parish Office e mail: office @st-boniface.org.uk  or  eileenaylett@tesco.net   

This Parish is within the Pastoral Area of Southampton Central & West.              RC Diocese of Portsmouth Regd. Charity 246871

The Church is normally open on weekdays 8am-12noon, Saturdays 8am-11am & 5-7.45pm, Sundays 7.30am-12noon

	
	
	CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
	
	
	We pray especially for:-

	
	
	(Divine Office week 1 from Monday)
	
	
	

	Saturday
	May 29
	] 
	 6.30pm
	Mass
	Maria Atkinson, RIP

	Sunday
	May 30

	]   Solemnity of the MOST HOLY TRINITY [C]

	 8.30am

10.30am
	Mass
Mass
	In thanksgiving [Tatel family]
Maddison family

	Monday
	May 31
	Feast of the VISITATION of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
 Bank Holiday, chuch open 9-11am
	10.00am
	Mass
	Joan McCabe’s intentions

	Tuesday
	June 1
	St. Justin, Martyr (+Rome c.165)   [Week 9]
	10.00am
	Mass
	Bert & Margaret de Groen

	Wednesday
	June 2
	[SS. Marcellinus & Peter, Martyrs +Rome 304]
	10.00am
	Mass
	Mentally disabled & their carers

	Thursday
	June 3
	SS. Charles Lwanga & Companions, Uganda Martyrs
 (+Namugongo 1886)
	10.00am
	Mass
	Bert & Margaret de Groen

	Friday
	June 4
	Feria, week 9
 First Vespers of St. Boniface, & Benediction 6pm
	10.00am
 6.00pm
	Mass
Vesp.
	Maria Atkinson, RIP
......................................................................

	Saturday
	June 5
	Solemnity of St. BONIFACE, Bishop & Martyr
 (+Dokkum 754)
 6.30pm Mass is of CORPUS et SANGUIS CHRISTI
	10.00am
	Mass
	Margaret Day


Confessions Saturdays after 10am Mass and from 5.45pm to 6.15pm          PARISH PRAYER GROUP:  Fridays 11am-12noon in the Hall, all welcome.
REFRESHMENTS in the Hall every Sunday after 10.30am Mass, and after 8.30am Mass on the last Sunday of each month;  also Fridays after Mass.
Please pray for those who are sick especially: Colette Morfett, Mary Lewis, Anthony D’Arcy, Father Peter Sprague, James Marsh, Doris Warrington, Patricia Cherry, Edward Standley, Margaret de Groen, John Ryan.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of those with anniversaries at this time:  John Harrison, Rose Brown.   May they rest in peace and rise in glory.       
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM.    

At the 10.30am Mass this Sunday, Naimah Agnes Mwale will be baptised.   May the Lord grant her a long life, and many days to enjoy her prosperity.  
At the 10am Mass next Saturday Jun 5 we welcome and prepare for Baptism Dominic Thabo Mogomotsi and Jakub Surma.
YOUTH CLUBS:   Next session:  June 25.  [NB The session advertised for June 4 is cancelled].   Junior [‘Frogz’] for ages 8-10 from 6-7.15pm, Senior from 7.30-9pm.  Both in the Hall.    All are welcome.
CONFIRMATION:  One week now to the Confirmation Mass at St. Edmund’s on June 6 at 3pm.   Rehearsal at St. Edmund’s the previous day June 5 at 4pm.   Please keep our candidates in your prayers.

Ruth Parkinson, Grace Jansen, Spencer May, Elizabeth Delva, Elizabeth Wood, Eleanor Doyle, Emma D’Arcy, Bernadette Jones,  Richard Keogh, Katherine Bignell, Beatrice Tan, Korryna & Katie Foulkes, 

Certificates will be presented at 10.30am Mass on June 13 with celebration to follow in the Hall [shared lunch].
COLLECTION: May 23:  Loose £410.25, Envelopes £526.20. Apportionment:  Bankers’ Orders £320.00, Gift Aid £180.00, Total £1436.45.  Papal Visit £312.06. IRT Uganda charity £66.93  (IRT total £15734.32)   Many thanks for these kind contributions.    
This weekend:   Building/Maintenance Fund.   Sorry for two collections in two weeks; the last one was not ‘scheduled’.
CONCERT:  given by “CONCHORD SINGERS” director Gordon Willis.

In our church, Sunday June 13, at 7.30pm.

Handel:  Chandos Anthem No. 9:  

 “O praise the Lord with one consent”

Élisabeth Jacquet de la Guerre [1665-1729]:

  “Le passage de la mer rouge”

Mozart:  Clarinet Divertimento No. 1 in B flat (K.439b); 

Welsh Folksongs arranged Holst; 

Caribbean songs arranged Willis

A collection will be taken.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PHOTOGRAPHS can be collected from the church porch from this weekend.
PORTSMOUTH PEOPLE:  new issue of the free Diocesan magazine available from the church porch this weekend.
WORLD WEEK OF PEACE FOR PALESTINE & ISRAEL:   May 29 – June 4.  see www.worldweekforpeace.org
PAPAL VISIT:
We may associate Papal foreign visits with Pope John Paul II, who made a speciality of them, carrying out 104 such journeys involving 129 countries;  he went to Poland 9 times, and the 65 countries he did not visit include Mongolia, Saudi Arabia [surprise, surprise], Andorra and Monaco.

However we may forget that it was actually Pope Paul VI who began this trend.   His pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 1964 was the first time a Pope had stepped outside Italy for any reason since 1809.    He subsequently went to Bombay and Bogotà, Colombia, for the Eucharistic Congresses of 1964 and 1968, to New York in 1965 when he addressed the UN, to Fatima in 1967 for the 50th anniversary of the apparitions, to Istanbul, Ephesus and Smyrna in the same year, to Geneva in 1969 (where he met the Emperor of Ethiopia), to Uganda also in 1969 to dedicate at Namugongo the basilica to the Ugandan Martyrs whom he had canonised in Rome five years before, and in 1970 to the Philippines, Western Samoa, Sydney, Djakarta in Indonesia, Hong Kong and Sri Lanka – it was on this trip that he survived assassination at Manila airport, an experience which may have dampened his ardour, as it was the last foreign visit.

It is worth mentioning that on his Bombay journey his plane touched down in Iran and Pakistan, and he received a formal greeting in both places, something unlikely to happen today.

In early times a few Popes did travel, e.g. to Constantinople to confirm Councils of the Church.  In 752 Pope Stephen II ventured to Paris to crown the King of the Franks, Pepin (who had already been anointed by St. Boniface).   The last medieval traveller was Pope Urban II (1088-1099), who went to whip up enthusiasm for the First Crusade.
Otherwise apart from the residence of the Popes in Avignon (1309-1378), which was for political and not spiritual reasons, that was that.

At least, until 1804, when Pope Pius VII went to Paris for Napoleon’s coronation as Emperor.    It didn’t do him much good, for five years later Napoleon, angry with him for not helping to finance his war against Great Britain, took him prisoner and conveyed him to the French castle of Fontainebleau to enjoy an ‘enforced package holiday’.  Thereafter, the Popes stayed very much at home.

Not all recent visits were necessarily great successes: in 1988 “JP2” visited Melo, near Uruguay’s border with Brazil, and the crowds failed to show.   It is immortalised in the film “The Pope’s Toilet”, where some locals hoped to make a fortune offering their facilities for Brazilians in need, and were sorely disappointed.

WORLD CUP 2010:

For this forthcoming ‘entertainment’, you need to know that Catholic priests fall into three categories:-

Category 1.   Ardent supporters of The Game who will lose no opportunity to include references in every aspect of the liturgy.

Category 2.   Those not too concerned one way or the other but who will incline the liturgy towards this event in order to warm the susceptibilities of many of their flock.

Category 3.   Those for whom the Anglican Bishop of Liverpool has graciously written the following prayer:

 “O Lord, as all around are gripped with World Cup fever, bless me with understanding, strengthen me with patience, and grant me the gift of sympathy if needed.  Amen.”

 Into which category do you imagine your Parish Priest falls? 
HEALING OUTREACH EVENT:  “Little Way Healing Ministries” Saturday June 5, 10am-4.30pm, Highfield House Hotel, Highfield Lane SO17 1AQ, with Fr. Laurence Brassill OSA & Mrs. Pauline Edwards;  another opportunity to bring the sick for prayer.   All welcome;  tea and coffee provided.   “Lay your hands on the sick and they will be healed.”   Parish contact:  Jane Willcox (023) 8034 2290.  
“FANNING THE FLAME” HAMPSHIRE CAMP for ages 10-25, August 16-20, “led by young people for young people”.   Tel: St. Dominic’s Priory 01590-681874; ftfcm.com
DIOCESAN PRAYER INTENTIONS:     Su:  Students for priesthood/permanent diaconate.  M: Worldwide Marriage Encounter.  T: Holy Ghost Fathers.  W:  Those to be ordained this year.  Th:  Parish Pastoral Assistants.   F:  ‘CFH’ The Caring Fellowship.  Sa:   Corpus Christi, North End, Portsmouth.

AND:  DO YOU KNOW HOW MUCH IT COSTS ...?   [one of a series].

... To pay for all our altar requisites (candles, incense etc., excluding votive candles)?  £1109.78 in the last year, or approx. £3.04 per day

.... To pay our council tax?  £2044.88 in the last year, or approx. £5.60 per day

... To pay our diocesan levy?  £20,938 in the last year, or approx. £57.36 per day

...  To pay our church water bill?  £397.17 (£1.09 per day), electricity bill? £435.44 (£1.19 per day), gas bill £1586.21 (£4.35 per day) but of that £1361.17 in the five winter months (£9.07 per day)  

    [more revelations to follow]
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
Still on the subject of the World Cup – you see, I am a Category One priest (adjacent column) – I gather a colleague of mine in an urban parish like this one has been timing all the items of weekend Masses which will precede an England match – readings, choice of hymns, choice of Eucharistic Prayer, the lot – in order to be able to guarantee to his flock that if they come to Mass they will get back home in time for kick off (assuming they can all get out of the car park simultaneously).    This seems  very risky.   What happens if he fails – do they get their money back?

Then there are churches which are being used as venues for showing matches on a large screen.   I presumed they meant the church hall, but in some cases it is the church itself.   Including refreshments, such as hamburgers, which is certainly not a Eucharistic ingredient, but excluding alcohol, which is.   If I was an innocent unbeliever, I would be very suspicious about such a proposal – what if it was a synchronised prayer service in time with the action (“we will now sing hymn No. 607:  ‘The sky, not the grave, is our goal’”)?
But what chances the teams have, even at this late stage of preparation, to make this a massive opportunity for evangelisation!   In the 1999 World Cup (admittedly rugby, not football), the Fiji team all ran out onto the pitch wearing jerseys reading “Phil 4: 13”.   No doubt many onlookers thought this must, mysteriously, be the number of a flat owned by a certain Phil.    But others will have realised:  “Philippians 4: 13”,  and flicking the pages of the Bibles which they doubtless carried to every match they would have found:  “I can do everything through him who gives me strength”.

That’s a nice idea.   Maybe one could take it further.   Given players’ tendency to falsely claim “foul”, why not jerseys with “Phil 2: 14” – “do everything without complaining or argument” - or “Psalm 94: 10” – “when I said “My foot has slipped!” your mercy, O Lord, held me up”?
Lastly, do not be bamboozled by players who cross themselves and give other displays of religious fervour.    They may be genuine, but may be trying to disconcert the opposition.   I remember the story of the Catholic school whose cricket team insisting on pausing at 6pm to say the Angelus, and so bemused the opposition that the latter went to pieces.
And that’s enough World Cup ...






