HOMILY for the Solemnity of PENTECOST, May 23rd., 2010
“The Holy Spirit will remind you”

Reading during the week that the man who invented hole-in-the-wall cash dispensers had just died, I wondered how many inventors make it rich on the strength of their invention.

Long ago at school I was taught that the man who invented cats’ eyes, which help us drive at night without going into a hedge, never patented his invention and died a pauper.   It made me quite indignant.    Now I see I could have spare myself my indignation, as I saw a photo of the inventor – Mr. Percy Shaw of 1 Mill Lane, Halifax – standing prosperously alongside one of his two Rolls Royces with personalised number-plates (though the caption did say “generally he lived a Spartan existence”).    Clearly “generally” had a very big exception.

So I am not sure about the fate of inventor Mr. Spencer Silver who in 1970 was working for the Minnesota Mining and Manufacture Company trying to find a new extra-strong adhesive.

He did it so badly that he landed up with an extra-weak one, but then he suddenly saw its use.   It could be applied to paper, to stick to other paper, but without causing any damage.   And so, hey presto, there came about the famous ‘post-it’ note reminding us of what we need to do.   Those of you who read at Mass are well aware of these, as the lectionary is plastered with them, containing my bossy orders about what to do.

‘Post-its’ remind us.    They are invaluable for people like me who come upstairs and then can’t remember what we have come upstairs for.    

They actually originate in church.   Mr. Silver sang in a church choir and noticed that his neighbour marked all the places with markers, which promptly fell out.   In a eureka moment, he saw what his gum could be used for.

Is this what the Holy Spirit is?   A sort of celestial ‘post-it’ note?   “You’ve forgotten, so I’ll tell you again.”   “Don’t you forget it this time!”   Is the Holy Spirit just an old nag, littering our lives with innumerable invisible reminders?

Fortunately not.   You may remember that when part of this Gospel text came up the other week, we suggested that the Holy Spirit, rather than “reminding” us, really “re-minds” us:  in other words, gives us a new mind.
Now the expression “new mind” may seem ominous if we think of the history of the 20th century.    Totalitarian regimes brain washed their people, sending them to “social re-education camps”, giving them, in fact, the sort of mind they wanted the citizens to have, not the mind the citizens were born with.    One thinks of “Brave New World”, where civilisation was changed by citizens’ thought patterns being altered for them while they slept.

Some people think that humans are acquiring “new minds” without outside intervention.   Traditionally the left-hand of the brain is seen as the logical side, the right-hand the intuitive side.   Males are supposed to be more left orientated, females right.   But some see signs of a “right side takeover” – a victory of feminism, perhaps?    And so the comment has been made:  “Play will be to the 21st century what work has been in the last 300 years of industrial society”.   Is that a good thing?

What new mind is the Spirit giving, then?    Surely, the mind of Christ.   Leaving aside complex discussions on ‘spirit, soul and body’, we can say that “mind” represents the heart of one’s being.   So the Spirit is giving us the mind, that is the “being”, of Christ.

Let St. Paul say a few words.   1 Corinthians 2:  “The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them.   But WE HAVE THE MIND OF CHRIST”.    Or again, Philippians 2:   “Have this mind among yourselves which was in Christ Jesus”.   And what sort of mind was that?   Paul goes on:  “He was in the form of God but did not count equality with God a thing to the grasped;  he humbled himself and became obedient unto death ....” and so on.

Not all Biblical translations call this “mind”.   One of my Bibles talks about having Christ’s “attitude”, which sounds a bit funny to me, like some exasperate teacher in class:  “Smith minor, I don’t like your attitude”.

In other words, we are called to be Christ.    Through the Holy Spirit, Christ, once to be found in one place in the Holy Land, and at a given moment in time, is now present everywhere, and always.   But not just externally, alongside us, to be prayed to, or even received as Holy Communion.   We become Christ – and our Holy Communion reinforces that and builds it up.   Christ had allowed for this:  “whatever you do to the least of my brethren, you do to me”.   Or, in St. Teresa of Avila’s famous words:   “Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but yours; yours are the eyes through which Christ’s compassion looks out to the earth, yours are the feet by which He goes about doing good, and yours are the hands by which He is to bless us now”.      And, thanks to the Holy Spirit, yours is his mind.
What a privilege, and what a challenge, then, which the Holy Spirit brings to us as, after today in the Church year, we embark on “Ordinary Time”.   Or, as we might call it, “It’s-over-to-you Time”.

We are far away from December 25, but some of you like to start early.   So, as a suggestion, why not send off to the USA where, for only $4.99, you can acquire a tasteful gift, a decorative jar, 7” tall and 4½” in diameter, labelled “Reminders from God”, and containing 365 tiny post-it divine messages, one for each day of the year.

Like:  “Religion is not a cake for special occasions but bread for daily use”.   I don’t recognise that as a saying of God recorded anywhere, but actually that’s just what the Holy Spirit is trying to tell us, as it “re-minds” us, re-makes us, for every “ordinary” day.
