THE MOST HOLY TRINITY [C]

In the Gospel, Jesus promises the Holy Spirit.   The Holy Spirit will, so to speak, complete the equation of the Holy Trinity.   The Holy Spirit will not reveal anything new, for the Holy Trinity has been eternally in existence;  the Holy Spirit will, however, make the Holy Trinity known.   

The First Reading comes from the Book of Proverbs.   Although most of this book consists of short wisdom sayings, some of the early chapters are more continuous reflections on the role of Wisdom.    Wisdom can be seen as Christ, or as the Holy Spirit.   The Old Testament does not, of course, seek to make such a definition.   In fact, in the Old Testament the role of the Spirit is ambivalent:  now it is presented as a facet of God himself, now as an operation of God.    Here, Wisdom is seen as working alongside God in creation.

The Christian understanding of the Holy Trinity is that no operation of God, even if assigned to one of the three Persons, is independent of the other two.   If God the Father is seen as Creator, his creation is not without the presence of the Son and the Holy Spirit.   If God the Son redeems us, that redemption is not independent of the Holy Spirit and the Father, and so on.

In the Second Reading, St. Paul identifies the Christian believer with Christ.   The true believer participates in the work of Christ.   Just as Christ trusted in his Father, and after his Resurrection ascended into glory, so, through faith, the Christian looks forward to glory.   Likewise, just as sufferings were a necessary part of the operation of Christ, so are they for the believer, too.   Christian suffering is not a negative experience;  accepted with patient trust, it helps to form the believer in the likeness of Christ.   Christ was able to accept his sufferings because he was filled with trust in his Father, buoyed up by the Spirit’s strength.   This can be true of the Christian believer, too.
