THIRTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME [C]

In the Gospel today Jesus makes radical demands of those who would follow him, stressing the total urgency of his call.
In the parallel First Reading, the prophet Elijah is to anoint the one whom God has chosen as his successor:  Elisha.  Elijah has in fact desired to resign his mission in the face of Israel’s infidelity;  God’s reply is to indicate that the mission is nevertheless to continue.   Elisha abandons his family and previous life, though he is given permission by Elijah to bid farewell to them.   Elijah is a source of holy power to which Elisha is drawn irresistibly.

Second Reading:    We continue to read the letter of St. Paul to the Galatians, in which Paul is criticising certain false teachers who have insisted on the Galatian pagan converts to Christ adopting all the practices of Judaism;  this, says Paul, takes away from them the total liberty which Christ offers, and enslaves them to the Law, i.e. to the religious Law of Moses.
Today, Paul does not say that the Galatians are free to do anything;  their life is not a life of license, but of freedom from the material observances of the religious Law.  They are called to the free service of love.

Curiously, in summarising the Law as Jesus did, Paul speaks only of love of neighbour, not of love of God.  He implies, however, that in being led by the Holy Spirit to a life of Christian activity, the Galatians are living a life of ‘Christian sonship’;  in other words, they are loving God too.
