FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME [C]

In the Gospel today, Jesus sends out his disciples in pairs ahead of him to announce the joyful news of the Kingdom.
The First Reading is also a declaration of joyful news.   It comes from the final section of the three-part work we know as the prophecy of Isaiah.   This section is set after the return of the Jerusalem exiles from their captivity in Babylon, but also has a particular universal tone of its own.   Jerusalem is no longer seen as an ‘exclusive’ city.   Other peoples, who acknowledge the true God, will be welcomed there and will worship there.   This universal vision is in contrast to the prophecy of Ezekiel, for example, who also speaks of the restoration of Jerusalem but in a more exclusive way.

Jerusalem is seen by the prophet as a mother, taking her children to herself.   These children are nursed at the breast of ‘mother-Jerusalem’.   In fact we may go further and say that this prophecy presents God ‘himself’ in an unmistakeably maternal way.

Second Reading:  We continue St. Paul’s letter to the Galatians, in which he rebukes false teachers who wanted the pagan converts of Galatia to accept Jewish practices in their coming to Christ.   It is faith which saves, says Paul, not adherence to the Law, or external marks such as circumcision.   This faith makes believers the true “Israel of God”;  they are successors to the faith of Abraham, who knew nothing of the Law, which came after him.

Paul boasts particularly of the Cross as the “mark” of the Christian.  It is through the Cross that Christ has brought the freedom Paul is so tenaciously defending.   Whereas the false teachers are boasting about their own selves, Paul glories in the Cross.   For him, the Cross has destroyed the power of the “world” – all that is base and artificial.

Paul says that he has on himself the marks of the Cross.   This does not necessarily mean that he carried the stigmata – like St. Francis of Assisi or Padre Pio;  in his way of speaking, it refers to all he has undergone for the sake of the Gospel of Christ:  beatings, illness, imprisonment, fatigue, etc.
