HOMILY for the Solemnity of CORPUS et SANGUS CHRISTI [C], June 6th., 2010
“Jesus made the crowds welcome”

“I was taken to the table by a grumpy and miserable-looking waitress who rushed us to choose saying the kitchen would be closing soon”;    “The restaurant was empty but I was only allowed to sit at one table in the corner even though I was obviously pregnant and needed more space.   The next customers were told they could sit anywhere”;   “Rude staff, unwelcoming attitude, wholly unconcerned with making customers welcome, and we left without finishing our meal”.
Remind you of anywhere you have ever been?   Mind you, it’s not always the staff ....     Question:  “Should children be welcome at fancy restaurants?”   Answer:  “NO!!  Young children and babies should not be at an expensive restaurant.   Perhaps young children can go to a cheap restaurant if they are quiet and behave.   Also, parents who allow young children to wander around their table and other tables should be arrested and flogged”.   Clearly this was not in Italy.
Jesus made the crowds welcome.   Point number one.   What did he welcome them to?   We have heard for ourselves.   He welcomed them to teaching, healing and feeding.     

Some may ask: why this particular Gospel on Corpus Christi, and not one about the Last Supper?    But the Last Supper was also teaching, healing and feeding.    Jesus comforted – healed - the disciples:  “I will not leave you orphans”.

In feeding the 5000, Jesus provides a meal.   Now some are unhappy with the use of the word “meal” for the Mass, even though it comes in many of the Mass prayers.    Isn’t it a sacrifice, they will say?

Of course it is.   But then every meal is a sacrifice of sorts.   A sacrifice by the cook, by the host.   A sacrifice for the ingredients.   A fish is hauled from the sea or river;  broccoli ‘dies’ to make broccoli cheese, a pigeon – preferably lots of pigeons – die to provide pigeon pie.

The Mass is a unique meal, giving us an assured presence of its invisible giver.   It has indeed depended on a sacrifice, as well as a resurrection and a sending of the Holy Spirit.

The Eucharist is teaching, healing, feeding.    As indeed are all ritual meals, like the Jewish Passover.   There, a child asks the question, and the father teaches;  those gathered for the meal heal each other by their presence in charity;  they are fed.
Indeed, every meal should teach, heal and feed.    Conversation, good company, food.   It is a travesty if the restaurant jams the menu in your face and rushes you;  that’s a focus on food, not conversation.  Likewise if you have to wait an hour for your main course;  a focus on conversation, not food.    And in such circumstances, rather than healing, there is anger.

Much ink has been spilt about precisely what happens in the Eucharist.   But it is a mystery.   In other contexts, we appreciate unfamiliar dishes if others give us food.   Properly speaking, we shouldn’t ask them for the recipe;  that’s breaking in on the mystery!     So we shouldn’t ask:   “What’s really important in the Mass?”    The answer is:  “All of it!”    We don’t lay out the ingredients in isolation.

Just as there should be courtesy at meals, so there must be courtesy at the Eucharist.   We have all probably seen some TV drama or something similar where loving mother prepares a delicious meal for her son (probably son) who then spends all the time texting, gobbling the food and rushing out early.   Mother still loves him, but it makes us wince.

Jesus is not going to hate us if we treat his meal lightly, but we shouldn’t presume on him.   To do so – to use a currently topical word in the Church – is an abuse.

Corpus et Sanguis Christi;  the Body and Blood of Christ.   Is there then no feast of the Word of Christ?   Yes there is!   It’s today, the same festival.   The Gospel also is Corpus Christi;  the Word speaks.   We treat the Gospel in the same way as we do the altar of sacrifice, surrounding it with candle light to honour the Presence.

The Word is not something to be treated as a prelude and missed.   Please note!
Our present world is one where lots of meals are, frankly, dysfunctional.   People eat them separately, or even when walking about  - so there is no ‘healing’.    They do not gather at the table but head for their computers – so there is no ‘teaching’.    And based on the products of at least some fast-food outlets, one may add – there is no ‘feeding’.

Likewise the Eucharist has at times been, and still can be, celebrated in a way which is entirely dysfunctional.   People were told to sit in a pew, shut up and ignore each other – no healing.    Because of a ludicrous fixation with ‘fulfilling the obligation’ there arose the whole question of validity:  “you’ve got to get in by the Offertory”.   So no readings – and no teaching.    And often people were discouraged or impeded from receiving Communion – no feeding.    Oh dear.

Let us make the Mass the supreme act of our being Christians.    Let us welcome the teaching, the healing and the feeding which it brings, all of which make us in the image of our Master.

Christ welcomes us to it.   In our attitudes to others in the Mass, we can welcome Christ – or not, as the case may be.

