PARISH OF ST BONIFACE, SHIRLEY, SOUTHAMPTON

JUNE 6th., 2010
 Solemnity of CORPUS et SANGUIS CHRISTI [C] 
“He raised his eyes to heaven and said the blessing”

Presbytery: St. Boniface House, 413 Shirley Road Southampton SO15 3JD Tel: 023 80771231 Fax: 023 80528236

Parish Clergy:  Father David Sillince [Parish Priest],  Canon Terry Walsh [in retirement]

Safeguarding Officer:  Anne Monaghan 023 80777691    Chair of Parish Pastoral Council: Margaret Rose.

Parish Secretary: Eileen B. Aylett          Parish Office opening hours Monday Thursday and Friday 9.00am to 12.30pm

Newsletter deadline 9.00pm on Tuesday for inclusion on following Sunday, space permitting.

Parish Website: www.st-boniface.org.uk                            Parish Office e mail: office @st-boniface.org.uk  or  eileenaylett@tesco.net   

This Parish is within the Pastoral Area of Southampton Central & West.              RC Diocese of Portsmouth Regd. Charity 246871

The Church is normally open on weekdays 8am-12noon, Saturdays 8am-11am & 5-7.45pm, Sundays 7.30am-12noon

	
	
	CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
	
	
	We pray especially for:-

	
	
	(Divine Office week 2 from Monday)
	
	
	

	Saturday
	June 5
	] 
	 6.30pm
	Mass
	Searle/MacDonald families deceased

	Sunday
	June 6

	]   Solemnity of CORPUS et SANGUIS CHRISTI [C]

	 8.30am

10.30am
	Mass
Mass
	Manuel Braganza, RIP
Ndidi Okitikpi

	Monday
	June 7
	Feria (Week 10)
 Memorial Mass for Sheila Houlihan, RIP at 6pm
	10.00am

 6.00pm
	Mass

Mass
	Private Intention [MO’S]
Sheila Houlihan, RIP

	Tuesday
	June 8
	Feria (Week 10)   Masses at 8am and 10am
	 8.00am

10.00am
	Mass
Mass
	Bert & Margaret de Groen
Doyle family deceased

	Wednesday
	June 9
	[St. Ephrem, Deacon & Doctor of the Church +Edessa
  378;  St. Columba, Abbot +Iona 597] 

     Masses at 10am and 6pm
	10.00am

 6.00pm
	Mass

Mass
	Deceased benefactors of the Parish
Bert & Margaret de Groen

	Thursday
	June 10
	Feria (Week 10)
	10.00am
	Mass
	John Agacy, RIP

	Friday
	June 11
	Solemnity of the SACRED HEART of JESUS
 2nd. Vespers & Benediction at 6pm
	10.00am
 6.00pm
	Mass
Vesp.
	Patrick Marsh-Collis, RIP
................................................................

	Saturday
	June 12
	The Immaculate Heart of Mary
 6.30pm Mass is of 11th Sunday of Ordinary Time
	10.00am
	Mass
	Mentally disabled & their carers


Confessions Saturdays after 10am Mass and from 5.45pm to 6.15pm          PARISH PRAYER GROUP:  Fridays 11am-12noon in the Hall, all welcome.
Please pray for those who are sick especially: Colette Morfett, Mary Lewis, Anthony D’Arcy, Father Peter Sprague, James Marsh, Doris Warrington, Patricia Cherry, Edward Standley, Margaret de Groen, John Ryan.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Sheila Houlihan who died on May 27.   Her cremation took place on June 3.   There is a Memorial Mass for her this Monday at 6pm.     
Also for those with anniversaries at this time:  Patrick Maguire, Patrick Marsh-Collis.   May they rest in peace and rise in glory.       
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM.    

This weekend Jakub Surma will be baptised at the 6.30pm Mass and Dominic Thabo Mogomotsi at the 10.30am Mass.  
May the Lord grant them long lives, and many days to enjoy their prosperity.  
At the 10am Mass next Saturday Jun 12 we welcome and prepare for Baptism Mya Elizabeth Jane Jassar.

CONFIRMATION:  
The Confirmation Mass is celebrated with Bishop Crispian at St. Edmund’s this Sunday at 3pm.   Please keep our candidates in your prayers.

Emma D’Arcy, Bernadette Jones,  Richard Keogh, Ruth Parkinson, Grace Jansen, Spencer May, Beatrice Tan, Korryna & Katie Foulkes, Elizabeth Wood, Eleanor Doyle, Elizabeth Delva,  Katherine Bignell.

Certificates will be presented at 10.30am Mass next Sunday June 13 with celebration to follow in the Hall [shared lunch].

COLLECTION: May 30:  Loose £387.40, Envelopes £410.70. Apportionment:  Bankers’ Orders £320.00, Gift Aid £180.00, Total £1298.10.  Building & Maintenance (May) £237.28. 
IRT Uganda charity £74.18  (IRT total £15808.50)   
Many thanks for these kind contributions.    

Next weekend:   Building/Maintenance Fund for June.

CONCERT:  given by “CONCHORD SINGERS” director Gordon Willis.

In our church, Sunday June 13, at 7.30pm.

Handel:  Chandos Anthem No. 9:  

 “O praise the Lord with one consent”

Élisabeth Jacquet de la Guerre [1665-1729]:

  “Le passage de la mer rouge”

Mozart:  Clarinet Divertimento No. 1 in B flat (K.439b); 

Welsh Folksongs arranged Holst; 

Caribbean songs arranged Willis

A collection will be taken.

YOUTH CLUBS:   Next session:  June 25. Junior [‘Frogz’] for ages 8-10 from 6-7.15pm, Senior from 7.30-9pm.  Both in the Hall.    All are welcome.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PHOTOGRAPHS can still be collected from the church porch.   Don’t forget.

“FANNING THE FLAME” HAMPSHIRE CAMP for ages 10-25, August 16-20, “led by young people for young people”.   Tel: St. Dominic’s Priory 01590-681874; ftfcm.com
CORPUS CHRISTI:
The feast of Corpus Christi was instituted in the universal Church in 1264, in response to the “Eucharistic Miracle of Bolsena”, where in that town, north of Rome, the consecrated Host began to bleed when a priest doubted the presence of Christ in it.   [This miracle is not something which Catholics are obliged to believe, though you would be very unpopular in the nearby city of Orvieto if you denied it during the Corpus Christi procession, where the altar corporal of Bolsena, stained with blood, is still carried through the streets].

Already earlier in the 13th century an Augustinian nun in Liège in Belgium had petitioned the Pope to introduce such a feast, though initially it was only local.

However, in so doing, the Pope set the seal on a controversy on the Eucharist which had lasted some four centuries.

In the 9th. century, one of the monks of the abbey of Corbie, near Amiens in northern France, Paschasius Radbertus  (†865, later canonised) had written a book for the benefit of his brothers entitled “On the Body and Blood of the Lord” in which he maintained that in the Eucharist a miracle was truly worked and Christ was present in reality.    Paschasius dedicated his work to the Emperor, Charles the Bald (†877) who was not entirely happy with its contents and asked another of the monks of Corbie, Ratramnus (†868), to produce a reply.

Ratramnus was of a less literal frame of mind, and in an attempt to reconcile the demands of science and religion came up with another interpretation:  that in the Eucharist Christ was present symbolically, and through the faith of the believer (a view which was to find renewed favour at the Reformation).   All sorts of figures were then drawn into the dispute, notably the archbishop of Mainz, Rabanus Maurus (†856), author of the famous hymn “Come Holy Ghost”.
The view of Paschasius prevailed, though admittedly some of his language and imagery was very clumsy.   And that might have been that were it not for a certain Berengar of Tours (999-1088) who revived the whole controversy by denying any material change in the elements at Mass.   Berengar, clever but hot-headed, was abandoned by his friends and died disappointed.   But appropriately it was in the French city of Tours that the term “transubstantiation” first came to be used to describe what happens in the Eucharist:  that the visible, external forms remain, but the underlying reality is totally changed.    The word was first used by the archbishop of Tours, Hildebert (†1133) and reinforced by the Fourth Lateran Council (1215) as a “most appropriate” – not obligatory - way of understanding the ‘miracle of the Mass’.
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Please remember our ongoing parish charity which funds the building and equipping of classroom blocks in schools near Gulu, N.E. Uganda, in villages devastated during the tyranny of the “Lord’s Resistance Army”.   Please use the large collection box against the screen at the back of the church;  next to it are Gift Aid envelopes for your contributions.    
TO DATE:  £15808.50
DIOCESAN PRAYER INTENTIONS:     Su: This year’s First Communicants, their families & catechists.  M: Corpus Christi, Wokingham.  T: St. William of York, Reading;  Chapel of St. Thomas More, Park Place and work of Park Place Centre.  W:  St. Colman, Cosham;  St. Columba, Bridgemary.  Th:  Sacred Heart, Saint-Aubin, Jersey.   F:  Sacred Heart, Waterlooville.  Sa:   Sacred Heart [Madrid] Sisters.

VOCATIONS:  Drawing your attention to “Invocation 2010”, a festival in the grounds of St. Mary’s College, Oscott, Birmingham, July 2-4, for young men and women 16-35 who are “looking to deepen their relationship with Christ, discern God’s will for their lives and at least be open to the possibility of priesthood or consecrated life”   See website www.invocation.org.uk      The £50 participation fee can be met by the parish in whole or in part in cases of need.   Our new Diocesan Vocations Promoter Fr. Mark Hogan will be in attendance and may be contacted at 01256-323595.

THIS WEEK Father David is bidden to a clergy conference in Bournemouth, than which there is nothing more delightful, so there are a few Mass time changes – these amount to additions rather than subtractions, so it’s an ill wind ...

AND:  DO YOU KNOW HOW MUCH IT COSTS ...?   [one of a series].

...  To pay for all our paper?  £982.32 last year (£2.69 per day)

...   To pay for our printed Mass sheets?  £704.30 (£13.54 per Sunday) and for our Risograph for bulk copying e.g. Newsletter etc.?  £475.55 (£9.15 per Sunday) and our photocopier?  £299.52 (82p. per day)

  [Each Newsletter costs approx. 0.93p!]

    [more revelations to follow]
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

The Catholic Church does not support the death penalty.  The newest Catechism reluctantly allowed of it for crimes of extreme gravity, but the commentary on the Catechism backs away.  The death penalty, it is said, detracts from the possibility of salvation for every man and woman while on this earth.   That is not to deny the heinous nature of the crimes which have led to this punishment.  At the same time, few of those who have seen the film Dead Man Walking, about the work of Sister Helen Prejean on ‘Death Row’, can fail to be disturbed by the process, even in the cases of the most unrepentant.

One of the most remorseless seems to have been the Oklahoma City bomber, Timothy McVeigh, who with clinical foresight caused 168 deaths by detonating a truck bomb, and who lingered in jail in Indiana until 2001.  His case sparked off a round of violent controversy amid a series of vivid stories about the mechanics of this supreme earthly punishment.

Some of the most lurid details concern the prisoners’ famous last meal.  According to a website unfortunately called Dead Man Eating, of some 90 condemned prisoners in Texas, 19 wanted no food at all, one wanted Holy Communion, one wanted pickles, one ordered 12 fried eggs (but could not eat them), one downed no fewer than 43 items of Mexican food followed by a milk shake.  One wrote a most detailed testament centring on this meal (“three large bananas sliced and covered with a pint of whipped chocolate ice cream” etc.) and ended his order with the words: “this is my last meal, and damn it, I want served hot on however many plates and bowls it takes to keep from mixing any of it up together, and I want it served at 1.0 this afternoon”

This week we celebrate Corpus Christi, giving thanks for the last meal of Jesus Christ.  It was eaten before a death sentence had been passed, though all the omens were that Jesus was already condemned.  It was accompanied by betrayal and followed by a harrowing time of prayer at Gethsemane.  It was probably a celebration of the Passover and would have included all the ritual and ingredients associated with that meal.  But to that ritual Jesus appended something extraordinarily simple yet profoundly disturbing: “This is my body; this is my blood”.

In this meal he makes no demands of his friends or of his imminent captors other than to turn to him and live, and to do this in memory of him.  It has no complicated dietary requirements, no specific decree with regard to times or places.  It is the food of all, for all.   It is the last meal of a condemned man, but it is also the first meal of the world. 







