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“Pillars of the Church”

So, for us, the World Cup is over.   Now the heart-searching begins.

But if you feel an emptiness in your heart, do not despair.   There’s still time for you to take off to Copenhagen for the start of the world Pole Sitting Championship.
Competitors in this sea how long they can last sitting 100 feet out to sea on top of a 16 foot high aluminium pole, something which creates numerous problems of a physical nature, some best left to the imagination.   “You must conquer first your mind, and then your bottom,” they say.    Mobile phones and TVs are forbidden, and if you fall into the sea you are disqualified.    The personal record is 152 hours, though the time limit is now four days, and if two more competitors are still sitting after four days, they share the prize, something which makes a draw in cricket seem positively exciting.

Apparently its origin lies long ago when the Danes took to shinning up poles to avoid attacks from Norwegians – though I would have thought that if you were being attacked, sitting on top of a pole was not the best place to be.

Great Britain has never entered this competition, which suggests we are not so mad after all.   Man is, after all, not made to be a pole creature, and certainly not a one column creature, unless you are dead and your name is Nelson.       Though long ago there was the famous St. Simon Stylites who lived for years on top of a column – allegedly you can still see it, in Syria – shouting down advice to pilgrims who shouted questions up to him.

The Church today celebrates its two pillars – note the plural – Peter and Paul.      All the apostles are foundation stones, but Peter and Paul are pillars.   Now if you have two pillars they have equal responsibility for bearing the weight.    They must be of the same height, or be made up the same height.    They do not have to look the same, or be decorated the same.    But they must be in architectural concord.
Peter and Paul were very different, both by temperament and by achievement.   But both were pillars.   Their disagreements – and there were many – were softened by the ultimate concord of their belonging to Christ.

They are supreme examples of what we are all called to be:  bearers of the load of Christ in the world, carrying our cross.    If there is but one pillar, it may a triumph, or it may be a disaster.   Where two – or three – come together, “Christ is there in the midst”.

Provided they “come together”.   Both Peter and Paul knew this well enough.   As Peter says in his First Letter:  “Love one another with a pure heart, fervently;  see that you love one another”.    And as Paul says in his Letter to the Colossians:  “Over all your virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity”.
