FIFTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME [C]

The Gospel today is the parable of the Good Samaritan, an example of the application of Christ’s New Law of love.

The First Reading is part of Moses’ farewell words to the people of Israel whom he has led through the desert from the exile in Egypt.  This summarises the whole of the Book of Deuteronomy, in which it is contained.   ‘Deuteronomy’ (meaning ‘Second Law’) is a greatly expanded version of the Code of the Covenant given in the Book of Exodus.   It was regarded as the definitive version of the law, and was indeed the Law with a capital ‘L’ (as referred to elsewhere in both Old and New Testaments).  It develops the older code in various areas, notably on duties towards deprived groups:  aliens, fatherless, widows – hence the link with today’s Gospel.
Despite the solemn nature of the Law, Moses says that it is not out of reach.   It does not require some intermediary to go up to heaven and bring it down.   God has given it to his people, to keep in their hearts, to place on their lips (it was recited publicly each year at the Covenant Festival) and to put into practice in their lives.

Second Reading:    This Sunday we begin a new letter of St. Paul, that to the Colossians.   Colossae, once a flourishing city in Western Turkey, was destroyed in an earthquake in antiquity.   We have no record of Paul having visited it in person, and there is some doubt as to whether Paul actually wrote the letter.   It has a number of similarities with the letter to the Ephesians, and some say it was written by a follower of Paul influenced by the Christians of Ephesus.
The letter has two purposes:  to strengthen the community’s faith, and to correct error.   The errors have to be read between the lines of the letter.   Some of the Colossian Christians seem to have been attracted back towards pagan cults;  others tended towards what is called ‘Gnosticism’ – from the Greek word for ‘knowledge’, a belief that religious truth was a semi-secret knowledge available only to a few.

Today’s reading is actually an early Christian hymn which the writer has inserted into the letter to support the argument.   The Father, the Creator, exists equally with the Son, the Word Jesus Christ, who is the “image” of the Father.   Jesus, the Word, was with the Father in the creation of all things, including all the invisible things (“Thrones, Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers”) which are therefore secondary to God.   Christ is the head of the Church;  all perfection resides in him.   The bridge between divine perfection and human imperfection is the reconciling death of Christ himself.
