EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME [C]

In today’s Gospel, Jesus warns against an excessive preoccupation with material possessions.

The book of Ecclesiastes (First Reading) was written as an antidote to the very optimistic school of wisdom literature where ‘everything is for the best’.  The author, seeing how in reality life is often tedious, and how all our efforts to accumulate fame and fortune come to nothing when we die, describes our existence as a cycle.  We may strive to follow the latest fashions and surround ourselves with the latest novelties, but in fact there is ‘nothing new under the sun’.   Generation gives way to generation and the world goes round and round.   “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity,” is the motto of Ecclesiastes.


This Old Testament writer knew nothing of eternal life, so sees our existence purely in terms of this world.   All, rich and poor, great and small, will have to leave this world and their achievements will turn to dust.


Second Reading:  We continue St. Paul’s letter to the Colossians.   He reminds them of how they have come to a new life – in baptism – a life in which they can focus on heavenly things, in expectation of the full revelation of Christ in eternal life.  Everything associated with the ‘life of the world’ must be left behind.   Christ is for all and in all, so there is now no room for prejudice and unnecessary distinctions between people. 
