PARISH OF ST BONIFACE, SHIRLEY, SOUTHAMPTON

JULY 25th., 2010
 SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY of ORDINARY TIME [C] 
“Search and you will find”

Presbytery: St. Boniface House, 413 Shirley Road Southampton SO15 3JD Tel: 023 80771231 Fax: 023 80528236

Parish Clergy:  Father David Sillince [Parish Priest],  Canon Terry Walsh [in retirement]

Safeguarding Officer:  Anne Monaghan 023 80777691    Chair of Parish Pastoral Council: Margaret Rose.

Parish Secretary: Eileen B. Aylett          Parish Office opening hours Monday Thursday and Friday 9.00am to 12.30pm

Newsletter deadline 9.00pm on Tuesday for inclusion on following Sunday, space permitting.

Parish Website: www.st-boniface.org.uk                            Parish Office e mail: office @st-boniface.org.uk  or  eileenaylett@tesco.net   

This Parish is within the Pastoral Area of Southampton Central & West.              RC Diocese of Portsmouth Regd. Charity 246871

The Church is normally open on weekdays 8am-12noon, Saturdays 8am-11am & 5-7.45pm, Sundays 7.30am-12noon

	
	
	CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK (Divine Office wk. 1)
	
	
	We pray especially for:-

	Saturday
	July 24
	] 
	 6.30pm
	Mass
	Florence O’Prey, RIP

	Sunday
	July 25

	]   SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY of ORDINARY TIME [C]

	 8.30am

10.30am
	Mass
Mass
	Michael Connolly, RIP
John & Bridget Weaver

	Monday
	July 26
	SS. Joachim & Anne, parents of Our Lady
	10.00am
	Mass
	Madeleine Davies & Jane Frances 
 Gould, RIP

	Tuesday
	July 27
	Feria, week 17
	10.00am
	Mass
	Sheila Houlihan, RIP

	Wednesday
	July 28
	[St. Sampson, Bishop +Dol, Brittany 565]
	10.00am
	Mass
	Paily Sebastian, RIP

	Thursday
	July 29
	St. Martha, sister of Mary and Lazarus
	10.00am
	Mass
	Holy Souls

	Friday
	July 30
	[St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
 +Imola 450]
	10.00am
	Mass
	Father Bernard Corley, OMI, RIP

	Saturday
	July 31
	St. Ignatius of Loyola, Founder of the Jesuits 

 (+Rome 1556)
 6.30pm Mass is of 18th Sunday of Ordinary Time
	10.00am
	Mass
	Patricia Phelan


Confessions Saturdays after 10am Mass and from 5.45pm to 6.15pm          PARISH PRAYER GROUP:  Fridays 11am-12noon in the Hall, all welcome.
REFRESHMENTS in the Hall every Sunday after 10.30am Mass, and after 8.30am Mass on the last Sunday of each month;  also Fridays after Mass.
Please pray for those who are sick especially: Colette Morfett, Mary Lewis, Anthony D’Arcy, Father Peter Sprague, James Marsh, Doris Warrington, Patricia Cherry, Edward Standley, Margaret de Groen, John Ryan.
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Wladysława Olearnik who died recently and whose Requiem Mass was celebrated here last Thursday, and for those with anniversaries at this time:  Madeleine Davies, Fanny Silvestri, Robert O’Connell, Raimondo Argenti.   May they rest in peace and rise in glory.       
PRAYER INTENTIONS in the Diocese:   Su: St. James, Reading;  M: St. Anne, Brockenhurst;  T: St. Joseph, Grayshott;  W: Our Lady of the Assumption & St. Edward the Confessor, Lyndhurst;  Th: Our Lady Star of the Sea, St. Sampson, Guernsey;  F:  Diocesan Council of Priests;  S: Jesuits in the Diocese.

PARISH YOUTH CLUBS now take their summer rest and will resume in September, dates to be announced.
COLLECTION: July 11:  Loose £349.91, Envelopes £418.35. Apportionment:  Bankers’ Orders £320.00, Gift Aid £180.00, Total £1268.26 Apostleship of the Sea £237.78.   IRT Uganda charity £110.96  (IRT total £16585.87). 
 July 18:  Loose £299.66, Envelopes £451.80. Apportionment:  Bankers’ Orders £320.00, Gift Aid £180.00, Total £1251.46. IRT Uganda charity £75.89  (IRT total £16661.76). 
Many thanks for these kind contributions.    
This weekend:   Parish Building & Maintenance Fund.
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:  The Council replenishes its membership by a mixture of invitation and election.   There are three vacancies; if you have insights to contribute for the life of our parish and Pastoral Area, and have not previous been a Council member, please give your name to the Parish Office by July 31.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY takes a rest during the Sundays of August so as to give the team a break, and resumes in September.   For the next few weeks it’s over to you.   Remember to bring gags.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:  at the 10.30am Mass this Sunday Jack Miadowicz will be baptised.  May the Lord grant him a long life, and many days to enjoy his prosperity.   

At the 10am Mass next Saturday Jul 31 we welcome and prepare for Baptism Sebastian Kiefer Apaya.
ANNUAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR LIFE is this Sunday (formerly the first Sunday of July, now the last).   Each year concentrates on a different aspect of “life”.   This year’s theme is “Lord, for your faithful people, life is changed, not ended”, words from one of the Prefaces for the Requiem Mass.

We are invited to pray for those in the last stages of earthly life, those on the threshold of dying and passing into the eternal life of God.    We also pray for those who are seriously and terminally ill, for those who receive the Sacrament of the Sick, for those who offer their support to others who are enfeebled in mind or body in their last years and for those who feel that their life has no meaning because many of their former physical powers have faded away.

Prayer leaflets are available in the porch.

PAPAL VISIT SEPTEMBER 2010:

If you have been to weekday Mass this last week you will have seen some green forms in the porch inviting applications for tickets for the two public events:  the Prayer Vigil in Hyde Park, London in the early evening of Saturday September 18, and the Mass at Cofton Park, near Birmingham, on Sunday September 19, which includes the ceremony of beatification of John Henry Newman.

As ‘luck’ would have it, all the material for this arrived just after Fr. David had left on holiday with the Newsletter all ‘done and dusted’ for the next fortnight.   So you may already have seen mention of all this in other Newsletters in the city.
The application letter and form is self-explanatory but please note:-

You should only apply if you definitely intend going, not ‘maybe’.
You should hand in the completed form AT ONCE, literally by this Sunday night.

You CANNOT just turn up at an event and be admitted;  you have to have tickets in advance, and in particular for the Birmingham Mass it is necessary to travel as an Area Group by coach from Southampton, not under your own steam.
The pick-up point for travel to Birmingham very early on Sunday morning will be at St. Boniface Church.   This has been chosen because there is easy, and free, street parking on a Sunday for those coming from elsewhere in the city in their own cars to meet the coach.   Those travelling by coach will be invited not to use our Church car park, so as to leave space for our own Sunday Mass.

There are 100 Pastoral Area tickets for Hyde Park and 70 for Birmingham.

As many people will no doubt wish to watch the ceremonies live on television, there will – brace yourselves! – be some changes in Mass times for the weekend in question.

More details to follow.

“WHERE ON EARTH IS GOD?”   This is the title of the DVD-based series of adult formation sessions which we are offering

 in the parish on five consecutive Wednesdays this autumn, each from 7.30 to 9pm.    Dates are September 22, 29, October 6, 13, 20.

More details to follow, but you may like to note the dates now.  Everybody will be very welcome.

CONFIRMATION 2011.    
Invitations to apply will appear in the Newsletter in the autumn.   
Provisionally, the next programme will begin slightly later (in early January), and Confirmation will be at the beginning of July rather than June.

“INSPIRE”:  This is a short series planned by our Area Youth coordinator Peter McGeady which it is intended to offer in our Hall for pre-Confirmation for those in Years 7 & 8.   It would include catechesis, discussion, and ‘fun’.   More details to follow, but provisionally sessions are planned for Fridays Sept 24, Oct 8/22, Nov 12/26 and Dec 10, from 7pm until 8.30 or 9pm.

SPONSORSHIPS:  Fabrizio Beati is walking the whole Spanish section of the pilgrim way to Santiago de Compostela to raise funds for the Society of St. James.   You can support him by going to their website www.ssj.org.uk
     Father Paul Leonard of the City Centre Parish is undertaking the Three Peaks Challenge (Snowdon, Ben Nevis and Scafell Pike in 24 hours) in aid of CAFOD over the August Bank Holiday weekend.   To sponsor him in this undertaking, go to www.justgiving.com/PaultLeonard
A CHURCH A-Z, for the summer

E is for Encyclical.   We don’t always treat the letters from our bishops with the dignity they deserve.   Some priests don’t read them out and just leave a pile of copies by the door.   Older Catholics will remember when there was a Pastoral Letter at Mass and everybody had to stand at the beginning while the bishop’s title “by favour of the apostolic see” was read out, as a sign of authenticity.   Anyway, an Encyclical (meaning a “circular”) is a Pastoral Letter from the Pope, on a theme of faith and morals.   They are usually sent to all the bishops, or to the bishops of one country;  just occasionally they are directly for all the faithful.  In the early Church they were used until 649, thereafter not till 1740 when Pope Benedict XIV revived the practice.   Sometimes on house doors you could see the notice:  “No hawkers, no circulars”.   If the faithful are kept in the dark about a Papal encyclical, the priest concerned is, naughtily, applying that same principle.

F is for Friar.   A friar (from Latin frater=brother) is not a monk, though both monks and friars live under a Rule.  Monks lived in seclusion (the word “monk” means ‘solitary’) and usually in out-of-the-way places.   The main orders of friars were founded with the intention of preaching in towns, and are also associated with the development of the first Universities.   The orders came into existence mainly in the 13th century:  Dominicans, Franciscans, Augustinians [following the ancient principles of St. Augustine] and Carmelites [actually a re-foundation].  In 1424 they were joined by the Servites, who originated in Florence.   They were called “mendicants”, from the word ‘to beg’, for that was how they were to earn their living.   Obviously Friar Tuck did this extremely successfully.   In England they were suppressed at the Reformation, but later returned;  some old English friaries are recalled by the place names Blackfriars (Dominicans, black mantle over a white habit), Whitefriars (Carmelites, white over brown) and Greyfriars (Franciscans, originally a grey habit, now brown).

G is for Gospel.   Hopefully we are all aware of these.  There is much controversy about the order in which the four were written;  most scholars put Mark first, though another school maintains that the Biblical order is also the correct chronological one.   There are also the ‘Apocryphal’ Gospels which have not made it into the body of Scripture, largely thanks to the critical sifting of St. Jerome (†420).   Some of these – which seem to intrigue people more than the authentic Gospels do – such as the Gospel of James, Gospel of Thomas, Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew, have certainly influenced Church traditions, but their colourful stories of the child Jesus making clay birds which then fly away, or ‘zapping’ his play companions when they try to cheat, clearly struck a later generation of Christians as grotesque.   For the oldest illustrated text of the Gospels you must go to Rossano in southern Italy to see the famed ‘Purple Book’ (6th century) – alas, some of its pages were removed by an early medieval ‘library vandal’, and are lost.

H is for Halo.   We all want one, do we not?   They are an example of Christian art borrowed from paganism.  Late Greek, and Roman, culture used the image of the disk of light to suggest someone, e.g. the Emperor, who was not a mere mortal.   Christians adopted the halo symbol in about 400, first to represent God alone, then Our Lady, then any saint.  Also used were square haloes (many examples on Roman church mosaics) to show living people who were examples of holiness, as well as rays of light for the ‘blessed’, not yet declared ‘full’ saints.    Eastern tradition makes much of the mandorla, a pointed almond-shaped halo surrounding the whole body, usually used for the divine persons, or Our Lady.  Maybe we should revive the practice of square haloes to encourage Gift Aid donations ...?
THE WISDOM OF THE AGES ...
“Everyman is himself the reason why he sometimes becomes wheat and sometimes straw” [St. Irenaeus].

“Unless you learn to recognise the spirit that kills, you will not learn to know the lifegiving Spirit” [St. John of Kronstadt].

“Man has two wings:  freedom and grace” [St. Maximus the Confessor].






