PARISH OF ST. BONIFACE, SHIRLEY, SOUTHAMPTON

JANUARY 29th., 2012
 FOURTH SUNDAY of ORDINARY TIME [B] 
“Here is a teaching that is new”

Presbytery: St. Boniface House, 413 Shirley Road Southampton SO15 3JD Tel: 023 80771231 Fax: 023 80528236

Parish Clergy:  Father David Sillince [Parish Priest],  Canon Terry Walsh [in retirement]

Safeguarding Officer:  Anne Monaghan 023 80777691    Chair of Parish Pastoral Council:  Jane Willcox.
Parish Secretary: Eileen B. Aylett          Parish Office opening hours Monday Thursday and Friday 9.00am to 12.30pm

Newsletter deadline 9.00pm on Tuesday for inclusion on following Sunday, space permitting.

Parish Website: www.st-boniface.org.uk                            Parish Office e mail: office @st-boniface.org.uk  

This Parish is within the Pastoral Area of Southampton Central & West.              RC Diocese of Portsmouth Regd. Charity 246871

The Church is normally open on weekdays 8am-12noon, Saturdays 8am-11am & 5-7.45pm, Sundays 7.30am-12noon

	
	
	CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK (Divine Office wk.4)
	
	
	We pray especially for:-

	Saturday
	January 28
	] 
	 6.30pm
	Mass
	Conal Greevy, RIP

	Sunday
	January 29

	]   FOURTH SUNDAY of ORDINARY TIME [B]

	 8.30am

10.30am
	Mass
Mass
	Yvonne Lowhon, RIP
Bridget & Patricia McGinnity, RIP

	Monday
	January 30
	Feria, week 4
	10.00am
	Mass
	Josephine Barber, RIP

	Tuesday
	January 31
	St. John Bosco, Founder of the Salesians (†Turin 1888)
	10.00am
	Mass
	Mentally disabled & their carers

	Wednesday
	February 1
	Feria, week 4
 [St. Henry Morse, Martyr †London 1645]
	10.00am
	Mass
	Carole Markey, RIP

	Thursday
	February 2
	Feast of the PRESENTATION of the LORD 
 in the TEMPLE [Candlemas]

  Mass with Blessing of Candles
	10.00am
	Mass
	Eileen & Margaret de Groen
 and Eileen Pascoe, RIP

	Friday
	February 3
	[St. Blaise, Bishop & Martyr †Sebaste, Armenia c. 320;
  St. Ansgar, Bishop †Bremen 865]

   Blessing of St. Blaise after Mass today

 Requiem Mass for Patrick Walker, RIP at 12noon
	10.00am
12noon
	Mass
Req.
	Laisamma Mathew & family, in thanks
Patrick Walker, RIP

	Saturday
	February 4
	[St. Gilbert of Sempringham, Founder †1189;
  St. Simon Stock, Carmelite †Bordeaux 1265;

   St. Stephen Harding, Abbot †Cîteaux 1134]
 6.30pm Mass is of 5th Sunday of Ordinary Time
	10.00am
	Mass
	O’Connor family


Confessions Saturdays after 10am Mass and from 5.45pm to 6.15pm          PARISH PRAYER GROUP:  Fridays 11am-12noon in the Hall, all welcome.
REFRESHMENTS in the Hall every Sunday after 10.30am Mass, also Fridays after 10am Mass.
Please pray for those who are sick especially: Bishop Crispian, Colette Morfett, Mary Lewis, James Marsh, Patricia Cherry, Edward Standley, Gordon Lyons, Joe Quarrie, Sheila White, Beth Jeffery, Priscilla Brown, Moira O’Connor, May Marsh-Collis, Catherine Mercer.

                   Please pray for the repose of the soul of Patrick Walker who died recently (Requiem Friday 12noon) and for those with anniversaries at this time: Elizabeth Aguilar, Carmel Gatt, Felice Ardani.  
May they rest in peace and rise in glory.

COLLECTION:  Jan 22:  Loose £381.44, Envelopes £491.50. Apportionment:  Bankers’ Orders £320.00, Gift Aid £180.00.  Total £1372.94. Building & Maintenance £193.33.   CAFOD ‘Connect2Bangladesh’ charity £56.09 [£8752.58].  Many thanks for your kind contributions.    

Next weekend:  Catholic Education Service.
PRAYER INTENTIONS in the Diocese:   Su: Salesian Cooperators of Don Bosco;  M: St. John Bosco, Woodley; T: Salesians in the Diocese;  W: St. Brigid, West End;  Th: Our Lady Queen of Apostles, Bishop’s Waltham;  F: Brigidine Sisters in the Diocese;  S:  Sacred Heart, Bournemouth;  Holy Rood, Oxford.
THE ‘LONGER’ CHRISTMAS SEASON ends on February 2, Candlemas.   The crib is then removed from the church.  Last chance to support the crib collection for Christian communities in the Holy Land.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:  This Saturday at the 10am Mass we welcome and prepare for Baptism Nicole Tasak who will be baptised the following weekend.
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION:  next session next Sunday February 5, 2-6pm in our Hall.

YOUTH CLUBS:   These normally meet on the first and third Fridays of the month during termtime.   Junior [‘Frogz’] for ages 8-10 from 6-7.15pm, Senior from 7.30-9pm.  Both in the Hall.    All are welcome.    Next:  this Friday February 3.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:   At our recent meeting, the time of service for several members came to an end, and we thank Colm O’Driscoll, Paul Braga, Margaret Day and Mary Griffiths for their service to the Council and in particular to Jane Willcox who has latterly chaired our meetings very efficiently.   Richard Pilley has agreed to take her place as Chair at least in the interim.
Diane Agacy has joined the Council and we welcome her;  we are still a bit smaller than we have been of late, so if you would be willing to serve the parish in this way (3 years, renewable) please give your name to Fr. David, Richard Pilley or the Parish Office.
NOT TO BE USED IN THE PARISH PRIEST’S PRESENCE ...
You know it is forbidden to call me “Dave”.   Here are a few other words or expressions to avoid in my hearing.
Iconic.   This word is proliferating like a rampant weed.   Properly, an icon (or ikon) in Eastern Orthodox is a painted religious representation which is believed to have something of the force or presence of what it represents – the Holy Trinity or one of the saints.    

More generally, “iconic” should mean ‘representative of a whole type’.  A correct use in my daily paper concerned the firm Kodak, now in financial trouble, and said:  “The 132-year history of this iconic American brand is drawing to a close”.   Meaning:  when you think ‘photography’, you think ‘Kodak’.     A wrong use was:   “David Hockney, the iconic British artist”, which would mean he encapsulates all British art, which fortunately he does not.
“Iconic” is especially used as a ‘grandiose’ word for buildings, notably those which are new, hideous and over-expensive, e.g. “The iconic SeaCity Museum”.   Avoid.

Vibrant.   This word which has overtones of estate agents’ hand-outs is intended to conjure up an idea of excitement, or being ‘hip’ or ‘with-it’, but originally associated with colour and light.   Used sparingly, it can have an effect, e.g. “the vibrant souk or market in Marrakech”, suggesting a scene dazzling to the senses.   But it has now become the verbal equivalent of pesto sauce or balsamic vinegar, splattered everywhere.   There’s plenty going on in Shirley High Street but “vibrant” isn’t the word that comes to mind.   And many parishes describe themselves as “vibrant”.   So much vibration, it’s like a world founded on jelly.   Particularly unfortunate was a recent article on Christchurch, New Zealand, describing it as “not a very vibrant city” ...     Avoid.

Ethos.   Originally in Greek this word meant ‘an appropriate location for a person, animal or thing’.   Then it acquired a vaguer use as ‘appropriate customs or habits in a given context’, but usually without defining what the customs, habits or context are, thus leaving one with an uneasy feeling that one is not subscribing to the ‘ethos’ when one doesn’t know what it is.   ‘Ethos’ is not from the same root as ‘ether’, but the effect is the same.   Ether=a space between particles.  A void.   Avoid.

‘Sharing good practice’.    Superficially this sounds positive, but it is a blackmailing way by which bossy people who think they have the only answer try to make others subscribe to their view.   It makes no allowance for the local, the small, the subtle or the sensitive.   It is encapsulated in the remark:  “Oh but in our parish we do it THIS way”, as though everybody else is a benighted rustic.   Avoid.
And what has this to do with God?  Well, Jesus says:  “Let your yes be yes, and your no, no” particularly in the context of those who would bamboozle others with glittering words which lack substance.
“Vibrant St. Boniface’s, an iconic sharing of the ethos of good practice!”

SEPARATED & DIVORCED CATHOLICS:  this small confidential group meets for a meal every two months,  Next is at “Puccinis” near us in Shirley Road on Wednesday February 1.   Telephone (023) 80778203 if you would like to join.

“PRAYER: TOOLS for the TOOLBOX”:  A day at St. Swithun Wells Primary School, Hillcrest Avenue SO53 2JP Saturday February 4, 10am-4pm.  A variety of sessions;  come for all or part.  No fee but booking necessary 01329 835583 or estephenson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

St. ANNE’S/SPRINGHILL SCHOOLS:  Consultation on proposed admissions policy for 2013/4;  the consultation period is until February 6, 2012.   Copies of proposed policies from the school offices or the schools’ websites.   Comments to the Chairs of Admissions Committee at school.
HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE APRIL 15-25, 2013.    Total all-in cost £1,649 [no cheaper available] including travel to and from Heathrow Airport.   For further information and registration form contact Father Des Connolly (023) 80778203.   An initial £100 deposit will be required by March 31 this year.

St. MARY’S COLLEGE 90th. ANNIVERSARY:   Reunion Dinner and Celebration Ball on Friday October 5 and Saturday October 6, both at the Novotel.   To be kept informed about these celebrations please contact Mark Owen (23) 80266129 or smcreunion@sky.com
PASTORAL AREA YOUTH PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 

August 5-August 11.

It is proposed to take some 40 young people aged 14 to 16 from our local Pastoral Areas (10 per Area) to Lourdes with our Youth Office Peter McGeady and others.

This age group has been chosen because it is below the minimum age (17)  for being a helper in a diocesan group.   Travel would be by coach overnight and the total cost would be some £350 to £400, which it is hoped participants would gather by fund-raising sponsorship.
If you are in principle interested, please give your name without delay.

Those 17 or over can go with the Diocesan pilgrimage at the end of August and have the valuable experience of being a helper, for the disabled.    Applications can be made via the “Catholic Association” website.

YOUTH COUNCIL:  There is a vacancy for an adult with an interest in youth work to be a member of our Area Council in place of Mike Keogh who has other commitments.   One meeting per month with our Youth Leader, Peter McGeady, and other representatives.  Please give your name to Fr. David or the Parish Office.
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
Is the Catholic Church thought to be anti-cultural?  I do hope not.

I ask this in the context of the obituary for the distinguished architect Isi Metzstein (†10.1.12) who in the 1960s was responsible for a remarkable series of new Catholic churches around Glasgow and also a truly outstanding building, the Catholic seminary of St. Peter at Cardross, near Dumbarton (now alas closed and abandoned).   We are told he was “driven by the seemingly unlikely patronage of the Roman Catholic Church, which was then briefly open to a new spirit of experimentalism”.   Oh dear.
The Church, in the arts as in other things, is, in Jesus’ words “like a householder bringing out of his store-cupboard things both old and new”.   New, because the Gospel is ever new.   Old, because it is built on a foundation of history.    Familiar, because Christ came to earth as a baby.  Unfamiliar, because that baby was God and Man, a mystery which is beyond our comprehension.

The visual arts, and instrumental music, appeal to our senses without the use of words.    Therefore they can reassure us with what is ‘comfortable’ and also lead us out beyond ourselves, which is what faith should do.   It is complacent to fall back on the saying:  “I know what I like”, when a Christian should be ready to say:  “I like what I do not know”.

The misuse of the word ‘traditional’ is to blame here.  ‘Traditional’ does not mean ‘what we are used to’;  it means ‘forming part of the tradition’.   So Liverpool Catholic Cathedral, the ‘wigwam’, might be called an ‘untraditional’ building, but in fact it forms part of the ‘tradition’ simply by being there.

The unfamiliar always causes anxiety, but later we ask ourselves what all the fuss was about.   People ran screaming from the music of Beethoven when they first heard it.   What did they mutter when they saw Chartres Cathedral being built?






