NOTES ON THE FIRST READINGS FOR THE THIRD WEEK OF ORDINARY TIME 

(Cycle 2)

(if a festal day falls on any of these days, the readings of the feast are used instead)

The readings this week centre on the figure of King David.   Following the deaths of King Saul and his son Jonathan in battle, the kingship has passed to David, on whom the Lord’s favour already rests by virtue of the anointing which he has received from Samuel.

Monday:    2 Samuel 5: 1-7, 10.  David receives the allegiance of both the Northern and the Southern tribes (Israel and Judah respectively, to use their collective titles), and binds them together in a confederation.   This confederation will last until the time of Solomon’s successor, Rehoboam, when it will split up under the impact of traditional rivalries and differing customs.   David’s establishment of his rule at Jerusalem, the Holy City, the city of David, is the event to which the whole narrative has been tending.

Tuesday:   2 Samuel 6: 12-15, 17-19.   The establishment of Jerusalem is reinforced by the recovery of the Ark of God (containing the Law, and representative of God’s presence) which had been captured by the Philistines, and its location in Jerusalem.   The meal, the sacrifices and other rituals surrounding the transfer of the Ark are seen as a kind of ‘rite of passage’;  the people now ‘come of age’.

Wednesday:   2 Samuel 7: 4-17.   The author of the text, with a strong sense of tribal loyalty, was opposed to the building of a Temple, which he saw as giving one tribe in particular excessive local influence, seeing that the Temple would be located in Jerusalem;  there was also the risk of the Temple’s existence helping to concentrate power in the hands of the king who had sponsored it.   Therefore the prophet Nathan is presented as conveying divine words to David to dissuade him from his plan of building the Temple.   The Temple was, nevertheless, built under David’s successor Solomon, and a later editor of the text, more favourable to the Temple worship, has put onto Nathan’s lips the statement that the Temple will indeed ultimately be built in this way.

Thursday:    2 Samuel 7: 18-19, 24-29.   The prophecy of the building of the Temple is immediately followed by David’s prayer.   The prayer is a recognition of David’s humble consideration of himself, and at the same time a further indication to the reader that the line of David is indeed blessed by God.

Friday:    2 Samuel 11: 1-10, 13-17.   The story of David and Bathsheba.   David’s love for the wife of his army general Uriah shows that the king was not above sin.   The scriptural writer is indicating that this weakness passes into the family as a sort of infection;  Solomon will succeed David, but even Solomon, for all his wisdom and shrewdness, will fall in rather the same way as David does.   This is a very vivid narrative enlivened by the desperate way in which David tries to hide from Uriah what has actually happened, by hoping that Uriah, if he is sufficiently drunk, will have intercourse with his wife without being fully aware of it, and so the child Bathsheba is now carrying thanks to David’s misdeed will not be attributed to the king.

Saturday:    2 Samuel 12: 1-7, 10-17.   The prophet Nathan, by use of a parable, shows that David has incurred God’s disfavour.   Uriah has died in a battle position to which David had callously exposed him, and now David’s illegitimate son by Bathsheba will also die.   This is all too much for the compiler of our Lectionary, who breaks off before the baby’s death.   It is another example, extreme to our tastes, of the scriptural writer giving the lesson of what happens in the divine law is not obeyed.

